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Lift Loan 


Cap, 


Legislature Asks 


AUSTIN 

Concurring in Senate amend- 
ments, the House passed the small 
loan plan calling for a_ public 
vote to lift the constitutional ten 
percent ceiling on interest rates. 
The measure weathered last gasp 
opposition headed by Rep. Zeke 
Zbranek of Liberty, who said 
it “contains the anti-loan shark 
amendment that is favored by all 
the loan sharks The loan 
sharks are going to get fat on this 
amendment. They brought food 
and sustenance to the senators 
who fought the filibuster on this 
bill.” 

Rep. Bob Hughes of Dallas said 
Zbranek was “raising a _ straw 
man to confuse this House.” Rep. 
Criss Cole of Houston, sponsor of 
the bill, said “I have assurance 
my regulatory bili will be taken 
up soon.’ He said the question 
was simply whether or not the 
House wanted to do something 
about the loan sharks. 


The vote on final passage was 
110 to 29, with a majority of the 
liberal members voting “no.” 

Because of the complex nature 
of the issues, the Observer inter- 
viewed two principals in the 
debate, Zbranek and Hughes. 


Zbranek: 


“This amendment is wide open. 
It lets the legislature raise inter- 








est on any conceivable loan— 
auto, real estate and bank loans. 
We don’t need this to regulate 





Unusual 


AUSTIN 


The chairman of the Texas 
Board of Corrections owned 
half of the insurance agency 
—and his son the other half 
—which, in 1957 and 1958, 


unsecured loans. We're going to | received $7,200 in premiums 
get a lot of little bills in this leg- | for carrying the insurance on 
islature from now on—on auto | aj] of the prison system's ve- 


loans, pawnbrokers, real 


loans—big thick bills that author- 
ize certain charges. And they're 
going to have buried deep in the 
middle of these bills a little clause 
that all these charges are not to 
be ccnstrued as 
shame. 


interest. It’s a 


“It could con- 
ceivably be all 
right if the leg- 
islature never 
raises interest 
above ten per 
cent. But if 











inter- 
rate raised. 
Zbranek why was it in 
this bill? There have been too 
many behind the scenes forces on 
this bill. Here are the weasel 
words: it permits the legislature 
to ‘classify loans, define interest, 
set interest rates on all loans,’ 
and until the legislature speaks, 
ten per cent is the limit except 
that when the contract specifies 
no rate of interest, it shall be six 
percent. Now then, the legislature 
is not going to do the politically 
(Continued on Page 2) 





LBJ FRIENDS PUSH 
FOR EARLY PRIMARY 


AUSTIN 


Unmollified by passage of the 
Hardeman bill to let Sen. Lyndon 
Johnson appear on the general 
election ballot for president and 
senator in 1960, friends of John- 
son in the Texas House Monday 
will move for passage of H. B. 
158, which moves the primaries 
up eleven weeks to let Johnson 
acquire his Senate renomination 
before the national Democratic 
convention. 

Representatives received long 
distance telephone calls from 
Washington this week. Speaker 
Sam Rayburn called at least two 
members; calls were reported also 
from Congressmen Homer Thorn- 
berry and Jim Wright. The mess- 
age was that Johnson has a real 
chance to become president and 
the bill is needed to free him for 
the convention. Rayburn is argu- 
ing that the Democratic National 
Committee deliberately scheduled 
the Los Angeles convention to 
make it difficult for Johnson. 

“The sweat’ was on the mem- 
bers with telephone calls and 
wires. “Deals” were in the works, 
such as a trade for silence from 
Johnson's critics in exchange for 
selection of delegates to the pres- 
idential convention on the basis 
of presidential votes in the pre- 
ceding election, the change to 
go into effect after 196) 

Rep. Dean Johnson, Houston, is 
the backbone of the opposition to 
the bill in that the threat of his 
launching a fulsome criticism of 
Johnson is the main bargaining 
power the opposition has. Eighty- 
five votes were reported pledged 





to pass the bill, more than enough. 

Johnston resisted enactment of 
the ballot change in the House 
last week, but it passed, 129-15. 
In the course of the debate he 
noted there had been no public 
hearing; was accused by Rep. 
Ronald Bridges of ‘trying to chub 
one man”; was told by Rep. Joe 
Chapman that if Texas has a 
chance to elect a president, “even 
not too good a Texan would beat 
those Yankees”: heard Rep. Par- 
ish say, “I don’t know cf any 
Texan here who is not for help- 
ing a Texan become presideni, 
if there's nothing personal.” Rep. 
Johnston warned that the bill 
might help “somebody less heroic 
than the person you have in mind 
in future years.” 


Johnston offered an amend- 
ment that a representative run- 
ning for senator could be on the 
ballot for both jobs to help 
representatives “who wanted to 
try for senator but weren't quite 
sure you had the guts and weren't 
quite sure you had the ability,” 
but this and other amendments 
Jost overwhelmingly. 

Rep. Roger Daily offered an 
amendment to let the change go 
into effect in 1964 or earlier in 
the event Travis County gets an 
additional TV station. “I think if 
we're gonna help Lyndon,” he 
said, “he oughta help us. If you'd 
been watching KTBC as long as 
I have...you'd know Austin can 
use another TV station.’ (KTBC, 
Austin’s only TV station, is owned 
by the L. B. J. company.) Daily 


withdrew his amendment as 


' House guffawed. 





estate | hicles, 








the | 


|agreeing unanimously that it was 


the Observer has 


learned. 
H. H. 

dale, 

leader, 


(Pete) Coffield of Rock- 
millionaire oilman, civic 
philanthropist, prison 


| board member since 1948 and 
| chairman the last 


three years, 
confirmed that Central Under- 
writers, Houston, which he and 
his son, C. H., own half and half, 
held the contract on the system's 
130-odd vehicles. It was discon- 
tinued after State Auditor C. H. 
Cavness questioned its propriety. 


“I might have known they 
(Central Underwriters) had a 
contract,’’ Coffield told the Ob- 


server. “I don’t recall being cog- 
nizant of it at the time it was 
first written.” He said he has only 
been in the agency office once 
since it opened. The contract was 
dropped, he said, “when I was 
apprised of the matter.” 

Coffield also, when a member 
of the prison board, bought a 
322-acre tract of land _ within 
Ramsey prison farm, held it with- 
out receiving rent or interest un- 
til a bill authorizing the board 
to buy it at cost was killed 
in the legislature in 1953, and 
then sold it to an old friend for 
a profit he says did not exceed 
“two or three thousand dollars.” 

The prison system had been 
renting the tract from its previ- 
ous owner, a Detroit man, since 
1940 for $1.50 an acre. Coffield 
sold it to Oxsheer Smith, Cam- 
eron banker he has known 20 
years. The prison system then 
rented it from Smith for $10 an 
acre for two years and, for the 
last four years, on a share-the- 
crop basis that has averaged 


about $4.70 an acre, according to 


Coffield’s figures. 


Coffield asserted that his con-| 


vevance of the prison land to 
Smith was “an outright sale.” 

Why did the state lose so much 
ground on the rental fees? Re- 
plied O. B. Ellis, prison system 
general manager, “I'd have gone 
up a lot more than that to have 
avoided a squatter in there or a 
tenant in there.” Ellis said he was 
in bed with a heart attack when 
the contract was negotiated by 
another board member but that 
the rental price was fair. 

Ellis disapproves of both the 
insurance contract and the land 
purchase. 

Of the insurance deal he said, 
“I think Mr. Coffield would agree 
that that shouldn't have been. I 


did not know about it. When I 
talked to him about it he said 
that’s the end of it.’’ Coffield 


said, “After they said some ques- 
tion might be raised about it, I 
discontinued it at once.” 

Prison board minutes. record 
that Ellis alone objected to Cof- 
field buying the tract in 1952 
(“Mr. Ellis said that some possi- 
ble criticism might be attached 
to a transaction of this type in 
which a board member was a 
party.”) Today Ellis says, “I'm 
the only man who raised that 
question,” the board members 





fwho works 





nually. 
ceive $25 a day the f 
of a regular session 
30-day special sess 


Edinburg said, 
financed the campaign 





H. H. Coffield 


Explains 


all right. “I thought 
deal in the beginning 
but it was “out on toy 
ble” and “Coffield 
iand as an accomodat 
state.” 
“If men of this a 
gonna be spanked f hing 


like this,’’ Ellis said 
kind of people aré¢ 
serve.” 


The Insurance 
At the Observer's 
field checked with 
agency he and his 
and ascertained that 
in question covered 
133 vehicles in 1957 
premium and 138 
$3,700 in 1958. 
There was no comy 
ding on the contract, |} nd 
Coffield agreed. Ths he 
point that uniform t 
car insurance in Texa 
see it raises questior the 
rates would be the sa 
ter who had it,” C 
When asked whether 
considered buying 
pany which had a 
bates on premiums, the in 
Coffield said the as 
first given to the Coff 
by Cravens-Dargen, a 
ton company, “as a 
because of their regar 
in the 
ency. He thought this 
tirely new light” on 
Cavness said the 
not been profitable 
number of accident 
renewed by the firn 
been handling it 
“Mr. Coffield told 
board meeting, 
called, “that he knew 
. Well, I'm sure 
it. They wrote it. W« 
he was interested 
told Mr. Ellis that 
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Transactions 


deal that somebody might ques- 
..He talked to Mr. Coffield 
and Coffield said, well, we don't 
want any criticism by auditors 
or anybody else, and he cancelled 
t out.” 


Ellis 


lion 


ordered a search of the 


locate any references to the in- 
contracts. He said they 
awarded at the administra- 
not the board level. 


Coffield Purchase 


On the land transaction, Ellis 
said the board wanted to obtain 
16 tracts privately owned inside 
Ramsey to prevent them from 
into the hands of “some- 
body not agreeable.” In January, 

52, Ellis reported to the board 
that Coffield offered to buy the 
land with his own money and 
sell] it to the board at cost if the 
legislature authorized the board 
to buy it. The board agreed, Cof- 
field being required to deed the 
land to the state “at no profit to 
him” “when and if” the legisla- 
consented. Coffield bought 
the land for $60 an acre, Sen 
Jimmy Phillips killed the bill to 
authorize the purchase of the 
tract, whereupon, in June of that 
year, concluding that “I had. no 


surance 
were 


tive 


falling 


19 


at 


~ | further obligation to the state,” 


Coffield sold the land to Oxsheer 
the Cameron banker and 
friend, for “about $22,000 or $23,- 
000," Coffield remembers 
March, 1954, the minutes show, 
the board rented the tract from 
Smith for $10 an acre. After two 
of this arrangement, Smith 
was given the crop-sharing agree- 
ment, which has averaged him 
$1,500 annually the last 
years. He still owns the land. 

M. W. Lee of Texas Mortgage 


In 


ears 


four 


Co., Houston, owns two of the 
tracts inside Ramsey farm. He 
has been critical of the prison 


system because (1) he believes he 
has not been granted adequately 
convenient access to his tract, and 
(2) he wanted to trade his Ram- 
sey tract for some prison land on 
at Central prison farm 
Sugarland. The prison board 
(Continued on Page 3) 


a lake 


near 





House Seeks Approval 


Of $4,800 


The House passé 


patched to the Senat 
constitutional 


amencn 
legislative salaries 


Legislators 


Efforts to amend ths 


vide a mandatory 12 
failed 94-22 
Jamison of Denton 

can’t put enough n 

bill to make me vote f 

tory 120-day session 

thought out, well cal t 
which the organized y is be- 
hind. The lobby would be willing 
to get this 120-day lim 


after 


Proponents of the t imit 
argued it was needed to get the} 
necessary public support behind 
the pay raise. Rep. Ji Bates of | 


“You kn 


| not worth the 


a Year Pay 


passed by the House the 
amendment authorizes a $4800 an- 
nual salary plus $12 a day per 
jiem for the 120-day biennial 
session, a total of $11,040 for the 
year period. 


Ac 
AS 


twe 


In the lengthy debate on various 
raise proposals, Rep. Jerry 
Sadler interposed that the lobby 
was having a bad session. “A 
lobbyist tells me that not enough 
members of the House have had 
enough seasoning. The lobby does 
a little better in the Senate where 
they're a little more seasoned.” 


pay 


In debate on final passage of 
the bill, Rep. Tom James of 
Dallas warned “the Senate is not 
going to submit this to the people 
for a vote.” Smith replied that 
any member “who thinks he is 
money can vote 
against it and not run again.” The 


| vote on final passage was 110 to 
| 26, 











Nudists Cause 


Some Laughs, 
Melodrama 


AUSTIN 


A riotous four-hour hear- 
ing on outlawing nudism in 
Texas afforded Texas repre- 
sentatives an indoctrination 
in the clothesless life, but 
they had to wade through 
high comedy, smutty litera- 











ture, and grim melodrama 
before they torpedoed the 
anti-nudist bill already 


passed by the Senate. | 

It all began when a nudist camp | 
was discovered in North Texas, | 
between Telephone and nl 
by a low-flying plane. (Before 
the day was out, five or six | 
planes had circled the place.) The | 


sponsoring representative, James | ¢ 


Turman of Gober, read protests | 
from Telephone Baptist Church | 
against “the immoral practice of | 
nudism” as “a mockery of com- 
mon decency’’ and from 
elected official 
cent disgrace in Fannin County.” | 
The latter official also 


| 


wrote, | Franklin 
; 


AUSTIN 

The Senate committee on 
constitutional amendments 
approved anid sent to the Sen- 
ate floor controversial H.J.R. 
41 setting a ceiling on the 
legislative representation of 


large metropolitan areas. The| 


vote was nine to five. 


The measure, expected to face 
a close test in the Senate, allows 
cities up to 900,000 population to 
have nine representatives in the 
House with one additional for 
each 400,000 population. The pres- 
ent law permits seven seats up to 
700,000 with one additional for 
each 100,000 


The bill’s sponsor in the House, 
Rep. Will Ehrle, Childress, ap- 
peared before the Senate commit- 
tee in behalf of the amendment. 
He was interrupted repeatedly by 
hostile questions from _ Sens. 
eorge Parkhouse of Dallas, Jim- 
my Phillips of Angleton, and Jep 
Fuller of Port Arthur 
Houston 


Sen. Bob Baker of 


, an | marshalled an array of authori- 
against “our re-| ties that included the Declaration 


Jefferson, 
Wilson, Lin- 


of Independence, 
Adams, 


Who knows but what we have/ coin, Aristotle, Theodore Roose- 


something even worse 


behind | velt, Walt Whitman, Sam Hous- 


the } } 
those closed and locked gates—jton, the Texas constitutions of 


communist.” 


| 1845, 1866 and 


1875, Jim Hogg, 


A national nudist leader (who| Grover Cleveland, and Franklin 


said 
of undress” in the camps) argued | 


“the accepted state is a state | p.osevelt. in that order. 


that “the figleaf only drew atten- ‘Money Not People?’ 
i , . 


tion to what you are supposed to | 
be hiding,” whereupon Rep. W. | 
A. Stroman of San Angelo cried | 
out: “Hiding, are you? You your- 
self admit you ought to hide it!” 
Rep. Joe Ed Winfree, Houston: 
“Do you mean you go around 
without even BVD's and the 
women without even brassieres?” | 
“That's right” said the director of 
the discovered camp (“Cedar Val- 
ley Health Resort’). 
words you men go around just 
stark nekkid?” demanded Win- 
free. “The way I was born,” said 
the nudist. “And the women too?” 
“That's right.” “That's all.” 


“In other |} 
| 





| 


|on people, is that it? 
tion 
| said he did not, 
| eration should be given to the 
| area factor.” He said if something 


you got post offices out there?’ 


Phillips asked Ehrle, “You want 


| representation on money and not 


On evalua- 
and not population?” 
but that “consid- 


wasn't done, “I’m going to wind 


|} up with 18 or 20 counties to rep- | 
| resent 
in't contact everybody from any 


In my district, you could- 


“Haven't 


Single radio ~ station.”’ 


asked Phillips. Ehrle replied that 


| representatives didn't get as much 


money for contingent expenses 


The Cedar Valley nudists’ | 95 senators 


neighbor, a Mrs. Oliver, said she | 
had no objection: “I want you to | 
understand that we are not busy- | 
bodies in other people's affairs | 
and we thank them not to be in 
ours,” she said. Asked if she was 
a member of the nudist camp, she 
cried out in a shocked voice: “No! 
I'm a Methodist!” 

The argument was not going 
well for the prohibitors. “Basic- 
ally you're just minding your 
own business, aren't you?” asked 
Rep. Jerry Butler, Kenedy. “And 
I imagine you wish other people 
would do the same.” “I think 
they should be left alone,” said 
Rep. Don Gladden, Fort Worth. 
“Why should the Lord create a 
thing which is obscene?” asked 
the nudists’ national legal coun- 
sel. 

Then the proponents closed 
with an unfrocked cop from New 
Orleans, Herbert Badeaux, who 
called the nudist group “the most 
pagan immoral godless degener- 
ate organization that you could 
ever find.” Hostile members of 
the committee caught him in con- 
tradictions, questioned his source 
of income, snapped at him for 
bringing in communism, but did 
not fail to look over his exhibits 
of letters (“too immoral to be 
read aloud”) and nudist maga- 
zines for nudists (genitals not 
blanked out of the pictures). 
Some legislators not members of 
the committee took an acute in- 
terest in the proceedings at this 
point. 

The committee refused to send 
the bill to a favorable subcommit- 
tee, 11-9, and then sent it off to 
Attorney General Will Wilson for 
a constitutionality test which may 





take longer than there are days 





Parkhouse banged on the table 
and gruffed, “Is it fair, is it--’ 
Sen. Wardlow Lane of Center 
laughed, “Don’t panic, 
house.” Parkhouse 
fact a man moves from the coun- 
the city should not “de- 
prive him of his right to have rep- 
resentation.” 


try to 


Ehrle | 


Park- | 
said that the} 


Majority Decisions 


Speaking against the plan, 
Baker said, “envision every 
citizen of this state assembled 


within the chamber of our House 
of Representatives. Who among 
us would then say that the laws 
they enact should not be 
by a . Would 
400,000 assembled in one part of 
| the room take the position they 
| w ere entitled to eight votes while 
| 400,000 in another part of the 
|room were entitled to only one 


would 


majority vote 





Bill Richards, chairman of the 
legislative sub-committee of the 





Houston Chamber of Commerce, 
submitted to the senators a reso- 
lution opposing the bill unani- 
mously adopted by the board of 
directors he said represents 4,200 
businesses. Senator Bill Fly had 
one question for Richards: “You- 
‘re not as big a liberal as when 
you were in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, are you?” 


Woodrow Seales, chairman of 
the Harris County Democratic Ex- 
ecutive Committee, appeared 
briefly to state, “If we are to 
have representative government 
in name, I just want to say the 
people of Harris County believe 





we should have it in fact.’’ 


Chillicothe, Moore of Bryan, 
Owen of El Paso, Krueger of El 
Campo, and Martin of Hillsboro. 
Voting no were Sens. Herring of 
Fly of Victoria, Park- 
house, Fuller, and Phillips. 


Austin, 


Three others are on record 
against the bill, Baker, Gonzalez, 
and Willis of Fort Worth. Eleven 
votes are needed to block the 
two-thirds majority required for 
a constitutional amendment. 
Baker says he has “reason to be- 
lieve” three or four other sena- 
tors do not like the resolution and 
thinks he may have the necessary 
votes. L.G. 





AUSTIN 


Gov. Daniel said bitterly in 
| San Antonio that “giant cor- 
| porations .... are having more 
'to do with the thinking of 
|Texas legislators than the 
| people of the state’ and made 
/it clear he’ll call a special ses- 
‘sion by saying, “When there 
is a special session, you can 
‘look for another abandoned 
|property bill strongly sup- 
| ported by me.” Speaker Carr 
|said it looks like a special 
| session to him. 

| Atty. Gen. Wilson (1) made it 
| clear his office has “no staff’’ for 
| finding abandoned accounts in 
| banks and other companies and 
said he may not have “the visi- 
| torial power” to search for such 
| property; (2) killed off the Daniel 
| plan for a state tax on beer sold 
on military posts as unconstitu- 
tional. 

| The House passed, 74-70, H.B. 
| 727, the denuded tax bill. When 
|it arrived in the Senate, Sen. 
Wm. Moore, Bryan, suggested 
| they send it back where it came 
from. Instead, the senators sched- 
uled five days of tax hearings 
next week preparatory—as they 
freely said—to the special session. 
The Governor’s franchise tax, 
passed by the House for May Ist 
approval, was not even set for 
hearing by the Senate until May 


- 


‘. 


H. B. 727 floor leader Rep. Doc 
Blanchard, Lubbock. said “Bless 
us, I don’t know what we've got” 





Texas Minimum Wage Killed 


AUSTIN 

Rep. Bill Kilgarlin, Houston, 
asked the House to require a 
committee report on his 50-cent 
minimum wage bill for Texas 
workers and was denied, 102-34 
Rep. Wesley Roberts, Lamesa, 
asked if the bill “will affect cot- 
ton pickers.” Kilgarlin said he 
would exempt farm workers as 
requested. Rep. Howard Green, 
Fort Worth, opposed “fooling 
with stuff like that” (the Kilgar- 
lin bill). Rep. James Cotten, 





Rep. Joe Chapman, Sulphur 
Springs, said if they were “up 
here to protect and promote sex- 
ual perversion” he was sorry to 
be a member, and Rep. Jim Bates, 
Edinburg, said if Chapman was 
sorry to be a member he could 
resign, and Bates would “show 
him how to do it.’ 

The nudists had won their ar- 
gument without yieldirg to the 
whispers around the House cham- 
ber that they should “give a dem- 
onstration,” ought to offer “ex- 
pert witnesses,” or ought to be 
“investigated.” They were serious 
throughout and never’ varied 
from polite insistence on what 


they regarded as their rights. 
R. D. 


| Weatherford, charged the Kilgar- 
| lin motion was “really just ... to 
| get a record for the CIO.” Roy 
| Harrington, Port Arthur, won- 
dered why people are opposed to 
50 cents an hour for Texas work- 
ers even though the federal 
Standard for Mexican farm work- 
ers requires 50 cents an hour. Kil- 
garlin, closing, said workers in 
department stores, laundries, and 
other service type jobs are paid 
less than 50 cents now and that 
such low wages cause juvenile 
delinquency and communism. 


Those voting with Kilgarlin for 
the report on a 50-cent minimum 
wage included all the Houston 
men except Cole and also Cannon, 
Gladden, Glass, Harrington, 
Hughes (Sherman), Jackson, 
Jamison, Jones (Galveston), Ken- 
nard, Kilpatrick, Korioth, Lary, 
Laurel, LaValle, McCoppin, Mul- 
len, Oliver, Pipkin, Rosas, Smith 


(Beaumont), Spears, Springer, 
Wheeler, Winston, Yezak, and 
Zhbranek. 

(Rep. LaValle voted aye 


throughout on H. B. 32, the bank 
bill, the House Journal reflects, 
contradicting an earlier record 
vote sheet the Observer relied 
on last week.) 








as the House passed it. Rep. Joe | amendment 


Cannon, Mexia, said “let’s not 





check to the 
Senate.” Rep. 
"* Ronald ' Bridges, 
Corpus, said “we 
are saying we 
can’t do our job.” 


Rep. Richard 

Cory, Victoria, 

aa. said the bill 
Blanchard should be sent 


to the Senate to “find out what 
they want”: the House had done 
what it could, he said. Rep. Don 
Kennard, Fort Korth, said the bill 
is “nothing but an empty freight- 
car on a downhill track’’ and 
passing it is “playing a game of 
irresponsibility.” “I don’t think 
I’m abdicating my rights to the 
Senate,” Blanchard rejoined. “The 
House has refused to act. We've 
tilted. We’ve set plumb down.” 

Gov. Daniel signed bills making 
Tarleton State a four-year college 
and authorizing a medical school 
in San Antonio. ; 

The Senate passed measures re- 
quiring party registration for 
party conventions; establishing 
gubernatorial succession in event 
of atomic attack; curbing adver- 
tising of “wholesale” prices; and 
authorizing a study of property 
taxes; and the Senate killed, by 
refusing to debate, measures 
abolishing certain county school 
superintendents’ jobs and selling 
off a tract of valuable state land 
in Austin. Senate committees ap- 
proved $80 a month pensions for 
Texas Rangers and their widows 
and an equal rights for women 





Daniel Scores Giant Corporations 


and subcommitteed 
bills providing hospital and emer- 


send a blank gency medical care for the aged. 


In the House, Rep. Joe Burkett 
ied revamping of a bill requiring 
content standards for corn meal; 
two more years of tax study were 
voted; state control of Midwest- 
ern University was approved; the 
bill lowering maximum hours for 
firemen and policemen in towns 
of more than 10,000 passed, as did 
a bill creating a commission on 
welfare and health. 

Reps. Glusing, de la Garza, Spil- 
man and Connell provided the 4-3 
er), and Connell provided the 4-3 
majority in committee for aboli- 
tion of the federal income tax. 

A dispute emerged on the Ha- 
zlewood bill to require inspectors’ 
“personal knowledge’ of purity 
of imported milk. The Dairy 
Products Institute said prices 
would go up three to five cents a 
quart. Sponsor Steve Burgess 
said it will get “better milk into 
Texas.” “A trade barrier bill ... 
price fixing,” said Rep. Jim Bates. 
The agriculture committee ap- 
proved it 9-5. 

The bill requiring an oath of 
belief in a Supreme Being by 
state college personnel seemed to 
have little chance. University of 
Texas regents condemned it as 
“an offensive invasion of privacy 
certain to be resented by many 
deeply religious persons” and “a 
symbol of religious intolerance.” 
Students told a House committee 
they were mature enough to make 
up their own minds about relig- 
ion. The committee adjourned 
without taking action. 





Interest Limit 


(Continued from Page 1) 
inexpedient thing of raising inter- 
est rates, they are just going to 
permit a whole world of charges 
that are not considered to be in- 
terest by the courts and therefore 
forbidden by the constitution— 
service charges, brokerage rates 
and such. The whole point is we 
should have passed a regulatory 
bill and then we could in the 
same session pass this constitu- 
tional amendment. But, as it is, 
we've opened the door with the 
amendment and all the sponsors 
of the bill have is some ‘assur- 
ance’ Criss Cole’s regulatory bill 
will be taken up soon. Perhaps 
my fears are unfounded, I hope 
so, but I do not think so. I can 
just see the big thick bills, with 
their weasel words, coming into 
this House with all that pressure 
of some special interest lobby be- 
hind them. It’s a shame.” 


Hughes: 

“The legislative council held 
hearings all over the state for 
two years on this question. This 
bill is a product of their work. It 
is a good bill, a necessary bill if 
we are to do anything about loan 





Raise Asked 


sharks. 
“Only two states have constitu- 
tional prohibitions on _ interest 


rates such as Texas has, and those 
states are known as the loan 
shark states. This is because the 
legislatures in those states are 
powerless to control or regulate 
interest rates. What causes loan 
sharks is that $80 million is bor- 
rowed by people who can’t put 
up security, so they borrow only 
from those people who are not 
regulated. You can’t make money 
at ten per cent on small loans, 
everybody knows that. And so 
we have just been closing our 
eyes and usurious rates have gone 
unregulated. 


“I believe the wisdom of the 
legislature can be relied on to set 
interest rates and regulate the 
loan industry. The first step in 
this program is this constitutional 
amendment, the cornerstone you 
must have if you are to have reg- 
ulatory legislation. On the heels 
of this constitutional amendment, 
the next step is a regulatory bill 
with teeth in it.” 
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Voting for the resolution were 
Sens. Hardeman, Kazen, Wood of 
Tyler, Lane of Center, Moffett of 
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Anybody, Even Hindus, 
Can Buy Cars Sundays 


AUSTIN 


The House, continuing to fol- 
low its maverick impulses, killed 
the Senate-endorsed Parkhouse 
bill banning Sunday sale of auto- 
mobiles after a two day floor 
fight that rang with cries of 
“pressure,” “selfish greed,” an 
admonition to “hold up your head 
and vote ‘no’,” and a public air- 
ing of a telegram warning a legis- 
lator he had signed his “death 
warrant.” 

The bill, which had been en- 
dorsed by the Texas New Car 
Dealers, was defeated on final 
passage, 67-63. It had run a with- 
ering gauntlet of amendments on 
Wednesday and advanced in 
greatly revised form to final 
reading, 73 to 61. On Thursday, 
the opponents, who __ included 
some ‘of the House’s best orators, 
liberal and conservative, finally 
killed the measure after an un- 
usual closing argument by Rep. 
Zeke Zbranek of Liberty. 

The impromptu alliance against 
the bill included conservatives 
Scott McDonald of Fort Worth, 
Frates Seeligson of San Antonio, 
Jim Bates of Edinburg. and By- 
ron Tunnell of Tyler and liberals 





Zbranek, Joe Cannon of Mexia, 
Bill Kilgarlin of Houston, and H. 
G. Wells of Tulia. 

Tunnel! said, “If this bill is de- 
signed to protect the sanctity of 
the Sabbath, why is it that car 
dealers are the only type of peo- 
ple who need this kind of relig- 
ious protection? This is a re- 
straint on legitimate business 
which is designed to help those 
who are greedy.” Cannon said, 
“This bill sets a dangerous prece- 
dent. If you can close car dealers 
on Sunday, you will next have 
bills to close grocery stores, then 
drug stores.” 

McDonald called the bill an 
“unwarranted invasion of  per- 
sonal rights and religious liberty. 
I am ashamed of the new car 
dealers of Fort Worth,” he said. 


Gutting Amendments 

In the first-day debate, the bill 
was amended as follows: 

To permit the sale of trucks, 
truck trailers, and _ tractors, by 
Wells. 

To exempt Seventh Day Ad- 
ventists and persons practicing 
“Judaism, Buddhism, Shintoism, 


(Continued on Page 7) 





Two Transactions 


(Continued from Page 1) 
refused. Lee has kicked up a lot 
of sand in letters to Ellis, Jess Ir- 
win of the Governor’s business 
office, and Gov. Daniel himself. 
After Irwin and a Texas Ranger, 
Johnny _  Klevenhagen, _inter- 
viewed him at length, they con- 


cluded the Coffield land deal was’ 


all right. Irwin says that he asked 
Lee if he was alleging wrong-do- 
ing and that Lee replied he was 
not. 

The prison system owns Blue 
Ridge farm, part of which is in- 
side Harris County. It has asked 
the legislature to take the farm 
over and in return appropriate 
$1.25 million with which the sys- 
tem would buy 8,300 acres in 
Walker County for another prison 
farm. Coffield and Ellis believe 
the Blue Ridge land will be much 
more valuable to the state in a 
few years than it is now; mean- 
while, the system needs a new 
farm. The bill making this trade 
has passed the House and Senate 
this session. 

This week the House voted, 85- 
39, to authorize the board to sell 
some land from Retrieve Prison 
Farm and to condemn several 
tracts of privately owned land in 
Ramsey farm, including the Lee 
and Smith tracts. Enough word 
of somthing dubious had seeped 
into the legislature to cause the 
sturdy opposition. “There are 
things about this and about Mr. 
Coffield that I don’t like. If I 
hear any more about it, I'll de- 
mand a full investigation,” said 
Rep. Criss Cole. Rep. Bo Ramsey 
assured Rep. Bill Kilgarlin that 
no prison board member “has any 
financial interest to be gained” 
by the bill. 


Coffield’s Service 


The disputes over private land 
in Ramsey farm, Ellis said, have 
taken up “more time than any 
one problem since I’ve been down 
here.” Elmer Bertelsen, a Hous- 
ton Chronicle reporter, inquired 
into the land matter, but Ellis 
displays a letter from Bertelsen 
saying, “I understand that no 
story is planned at this time on 
my research into the land swap 
project.” 

Mgr. Ellis was “afraid it might 
hurt the whole system” for the 
two episodes to be publicized. 
He, Coffield, and another mem- 
ber of the prison board arranged 
several interviews with the Ob- 





server to give “the whole story” 
including Coffield’s extensive 
public service for the prison sys- 
tem. 

Pressed to describe his public 
service, Coffield said he was on 
the Good Neighbor Commission 
in the ’40’s. His present term runs 
to 1961. In his ten years on the 
prison board, he said, he has 
spent $40,000 “actual cash outlay” 
flying his Beechcraft and Bon- 
anza airplanes on board business. 
He has never turned in an ex- 
pense account. He foots the bills 
for the meal before every board 
meeting. He has been able to 
save the system money by buying 
pianos and TV sets direct from 
the factory. 

Another board member said 
Coffield has personally put over 
the prison rodeo, which has 
meant a_ great deal to inmates 
and to the system. On two occa- 
sions, said this other board mem- 
ber, Coffield has _ financially 
helped prisoners being released, 
and he always supports rehabili- 
tative programs in the system. 
Auditor Cavness says Coffield is 
“a fine man, a dedicated public 
servant.” 

Coffield has been the de facto 
supervisor of the “education and 
recreation” fund of the prison 
system. As Ellis says, “the E&R 
fund is the rodeo, and rodeo and 
Coffield are just about synony- 
mous.” Audit reports back to 1953 
complain of “irregular purchases” 
of watches, pianos, plaques, 
movie projectors, flowers, furni- 
ture and fixtures, draperies, and 
supplies without proper bids. El- 
lis and Coffield explain’ that Cof- 
field could buy some _ items 
cheaper for the system without 
taking competitive bids. The Ob- 
server asked Coffield whether he 
or any company or financial en- 
tity in which he was interested 
ever profited from any of these 
non-bid purchases out of E&R 
funds. His answer was an em- 
phatic negative. 

Coffield is primarily in the oil 
business. He owns 1,000,000 square 
feet of warehousing space in 
Houston, the M & M_ Building 
there, a small oilfield near Rock- 
dale, oil gathering systems in 
Luling and Rockdale, and other 
businesses. In 1958 he sold his 
half of Coffield and Guthrie in 
Navarro and Scurry counties for 
$1.75 million. He has been reg- 
ional chairman of the Boy Scouts 








BIG TRUCKS AND THE ROADS 


AUSTIN 


In a six hour. public hear- 
ing he described as “rather 
unusual but used by govern- 
ors of other states,” Price 
Daniel this week gave truck- 
ing interests some anxious 
moments and asked state of- 
ficials embarrassing ques- 
tions before he signed into 
law the bill increasing truck 
load limits on highways to 
72,000 pounds. 


Daniel said he called the meet- 
ing to determine “whether or not 
I should sign or veto this bill... 
because of the investment the 
public has in its highway system 
and the cost of enforcement added 
by this bill.” He said he was 
prepared to sign the bill insofar 
as the load limit was concerned 
but “I would not say I would 
have voted for it.” 

For over two hours, State High- | 
way Commissioner DeWitt Greer 
carefully responded to Daniel’s 
question’s about possible bridge 
failures, certain of his recom- 
mendations which were not incor- 
porated into the bill, and the 
overall effect of the load boost 
on the state’s highways. 

He agreed with Daniel the bill 
did not follow the recommenda- 
tions made by the Highway Com- 
mission or the American Associ- 
ation of State Highway Officials 
as set down in a code for truck 
load limits. 


‘The Failure Points’ 

Greer said two trucks loaded to 
72,000 pounds passing on a stand- 
ard H-15 highway bridge “would 
provide 40 per cent overstress.... 
which would shorten the life of 
the bridge.’ Asked by Daniel if 
bridges might collapse com- 
pletely under such loads, Greer 
said that “certain bridge span 
lengths might get to the failure 
points...those having 100-foot 
spans. But you have to consider 
the frequency that two trucks 
might pass on a bridge...if it 
happens just once in three years 
it wouldn’t probably break the 
bridge down.” 

Greer said that of the 16,150 
bridges in the highway system, 
650 are zoned below the present 
‘oad limit of 58,400 pounds. Asked 
by Daniel if the trucking industry 
was following the present load 
limit, Greer said “No, ten per 
cent...checked...in the district 
of Fort Worth were overloaded.” 

As for the overall highway 
system, Greer said that roughly 
£0,000 miles of the 26,000 Class A 
roads in the state could “stand 
the new load limit without re- 


| strictive zoning” and the remain- 


ing highway mileage could be 
protected with adequate law en- 
forcement. ; 

“IT assume,” said Greer, “the law 
is enforced.” 

“In view of these surveys,” said 
Daniel, “that would be an invalid 
assumption, wouldn’t it?” “Yes, 
invalid,” smiled Greer. 

Daniel said, “Now, I know you 
are on just as hot a seat as I 
am when two-thirds of the legis- 
lature voted for this bili. Now 
then, when you said before these 
legislative committ2es that con- 
sidered this bill that the highway 
system would be adequate to 
stand a 72,000 pound load limit, 
were you assuming they would 
accept the AASHO code on axle 
spacing?” “Yes,” said Greer. 

“Now that the bill does not 
include your recommendation, 
how would you regard your pre- 
diction?” Daniel asked. “I believe 
that with proper zoning and law 
enforcement,” said Greer, “the 





for Texas, New Mexico, Okla- 
homa, Arizona, and Arkansas for 
.ive years. 

Ellis, Coffield, and Irwin coop- 
erated with the Observer's in- 
quiry, answering all questions 








and providing free access to min- 
utes and files. R. D. 


statement can be made to stand 
with respect to part of 
tem but not as much of 
tem.,..there would be increased 
usage, increased wear 


a Lcar 


the time element would be hard | 


to calculate .... it would accel- 
erate the time money would have 
to be spent to a certair ! 
that is, money would have to be 
spent earlier.” 


‘Big Trucks’ Blamed 


Senator Culp Krueger ig- 
orously opposed the bi n the 
Senate, testified “it’s put 
the greater the 


» ir 


roads. As the highway 
sioner himself says, this t 
bring about an earlier 
tion date.” 


Krueger, speaking ra} and 
with some heat, again brought up 
the question of bridge failures re- 
sulting from 72,000 
trucks passing. Greer said, “If 
didn’t happen 
wouldn't necessarily mea the 
bridge would fail.” 


two 
every r 
In a heated closing 


Krueger said, “It i 
ingly clear there is 


forcement ... we are apprehe 
ing less than one per cent of the 
violators ... 


You don’t need any 
official surveys, visual ct 
of the highways by layme 
the wear and tear or 

ways by these big truck 


Col. Homer Garrisor 
of the Department Publi 
Safety, said that the ' nspec- 
tors provided for t 

appropriation constituted “a 


rather small group to handle 60,-! 
000 miles of roads.” Daniel asked | 


if more law enforcement 
needed. Garrison said 
tion about it, of courses iously 


we do. I urgently 1 nmend 


twelve permanent weighing sta- 


tions and an additional 23 patr 
men.” 


Speaking for the bill were Sen- 
ator William Fly, Senate sponsor 
of the load limit boost, and Jim 
Taylor, lobbyist for the Texas 
Motor Carriers Assn. Fly said, 
“If the Highway Department has 


| zoning authority on bridges, they 


load limit the| 
greater the wear and tea n the | 


| if we don’t use it? ... 


| providing for additional 


have it on roads too. There is 
adequate provision in the statutes 
now to permit the Highway De- 
partment to exercise zoning au- 
thority . As for law enforce- 
ment If they (sheriffs and 
deputies) want to enforce the law, 
they can enforce the law.” 


Lowest Load Limit 
Taylor said the truck industry 
pays 37 per cent of the taxes that 


~— | go to the Highway Department, 


$100 million a year in license and 
motor fuel taxes. He said the ad- 
ditional weight limit would add 
$7.5 million to $10 rnillion annu- 
ally to revenues from fees and 
fuel taxes and that with this in- 
vestment in Texas highways, the 


trucking industry was “anxious 
as anyone in maintaining good 
roads.” He said most western 


states have load limits of from 
72,000 to 80,000 pounds and that 
Texas's present 58,400 pound limit 
was one of the lowest in the na- 
tion. 


Final witness was Paul Curtis 
of the American Automobile As- 
sociation, who said “I represent 
63 per cent of the taxpayers, not 
37 per cent. Why is $22 million 
being spent for the ASSHO code 
I urge the 
Governor to veto this bill.” 


Concluding the hearing, Daniel 
said, “with proper cooperation 
between all of us, I believe we 
can take care of the situation. We 
haven't had enough cooperation 
in the past.” After signing the bill 
the night of the hearing, the 
Governor sent to the legislature 
as emergency legislation a bill 
weight 


stations and inspectors. L.G. 








Students Start 


j The press has been quite « 
Vv 





a Book Purge 


which Landrum said he’s against, 


| but could be replaced as soon as 


“a sensitive alternative” could b 
devised. Texas Businessman said 
old hands think it will take two 
special sessions “‘to produce much 


| ” 
| of a chance for a sales tax,” and 


7’ 


| tive Democrats in Action” 


temptuous of the House- 
passed tax bill. “Hou Whittles 
Away on Corpse of Tax B said 
Bryan Daily Eagle in a page-one 
head. Dallas News said the House 
shirked “the spirit” of t : 
stitution on its rest 
originate revenue | Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram 
Rep. Dean Johnston that the 
House abdicated its prerogatives: } 
passing a bill to rai ne-eighth 
of what’s needed i giving 
the wife a $20 bill and telling her 


to pay next month’s $200 house- 





Political Intelligence 





hold expenses,” said the S-T. Stu- 


that Sen. William Fly is the man 
to watch in the Senate. 


Led by student president 
Leon Lipp, a new “Conserva- 
group 
formed at the University of Hous- 


ton to demand immediate sus- 


| pension of any textbook contain- 


| ing 


“undesirable political ideas 


| and views” and “to expose social- 


istic and communistic views ex- 


| pressed in any textbook.” Univer- 
sity of Houston chancellor A. D 
| Bruce defended textbooks now in 


use 


The first sign that Texas Re- 
publicans will throw in with 
Dick Nixon for president: Jack 


. 


| Porter, the committeeman, said he 


art Long’s Austin Report said the | 
House laid “the skeleton of a 
dead ‘cat’’ on the Senate doorstep. | 
Midland Reporter-Telegram con-| 
demned the “Texas Tax Fiasco” 
and agreed with Ref lis An- 
derson that H.B. 727 jiscrim- | 
inatory to the point of being vi- 
cious.” Said the Texas Business- 
man: “a meaningless 
Business didn’t want the measure 
but did want to keep it alive so} 
the Senate ... will have ratch 
paper’ ...” 

Dallas News said that per- 

haps after legislators have 
had a little more time with their 
constituents, “they may be able 
to come back to Austin and either | 
pass a general sales tax or an om- 
nibus special-sales-tax bill with- 


out too much political damage to 
themselves.” Lynn Landrum of 
the News advocated that the leg- 
islature “Draft a tax bill to hit 
and to hurt every vote-bearing 
Texan .... This would probably 
mean a straight out tax,” 


sales 





| hasn’t seen any Rockefeller senti- 


ment in Texas and does not an- 
ticipate any. 


Public school administrators 
from seven counties met in 
Abilene to coordinate a program 
to increase “instruction in the 
American Freedoms” in the 
schools under a cash gift to Abi- 
lene Christian College from the 
“Texas Bureau for Economic Un- 
derstanding,” a business-financed 
private group. 


V 


/ Sen. Yarborough will make 

“a major speech” at a closed- 
circuit showing of Harry Tru- 
man’s speech on TV May 8 at Del 
Mar Field House in Houston. Will 
Clayton is honorary chairman of 
the Houston event. 


V 
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Let those flatter who fear, it is not an American art.—]EFYERSON 





? 
ramma 3 s..., Tews 


Our grandmotherly Capitol, her 
pink grace shrouded, these spring ev- 
enings, in the turquoise sky, has 
mused over many a more disastrous 
caper in her flock than this latest one. 
H. B. 727, “the tax bill,” passed the 
House, but, like most capers, it means 
little beyond its own happening. The 
growing fear of a gutted state gov- 
ernment they would leave lying in the 


rising heat of summer will bring a. 


majority of the lawmakers to the de- 
cisions they must make. 


To be sure, the House abdicated its 
responsibility to the lobbyists who 
control the Senate. But only by a very 
thin majority, inthe desperate ex- 
tremity that evolved, and not for long. 
Governor Daniel withdrew his substi- 
tute plan because he could not pass it; 
thus he kept it “fresh and clean” for 
the special session soon to ensue. This 
left the House no recourse but to kill 
the worst parts of H.B. 727 and vote 
on the alternatives individual mem- 
bers offered. Speaker Carr gave ev- 
ery man his fair turn at the micro- 
phone, and at the spent conclusion of 
the fourth day, no one had any more 
amendments. They should have 
scrapped H. B. 727 and started again, 
putting together a package that would 
attract a majority, but the Speaker 
did not want a compromise badly 
enough to make real concessions to 


the anti-sales taxers. He thus helped 
create the confused and negative situ- 
ation. 

Thanks to the careful study given 
the bill by Rep. Tony Korioth, many 
sneaky little tricks on the public wel- 
fare were caught and thrown out. 
Korioth also led the attack on the 
bill’s profusion of sales taxes. Even 
so, the 74 men who voted for H. B. 
727 must answer to the people for a 
bill nine-tenths reaction and one-tenth 
confusion, 

Perhaps from the deadlock in the 
granite dome now there can be ex- 
tracted a compromise of some gas and 
oil taxes, some taxes on now untaxed 
businesses ; but no more selective sales 
taxes! Perhaps Rep. Anderson's 
measure—a third income tax, a third 
profits tax, a third sales tax—is suffi- 
ciently displeasing to everyone that a 
majority will accept it. Perhaps, as 
the Dallas News and Horace Busby 
hope, we will have two or three spe- 
cial sessions, and in a fit of suicidal 
desperation the legislature will pass a 
general sales tax. Much depends on 
Gevernor Price Daniel—whether he 
fights daily without respite—whether 
he sells out for a penny a gallon more 
on gasoline sales or increases his pro- 
posals on oil and gas—just how, and 
just how well, he rallies the people 
against the sales taxers. We have 
hope that he will lead well. 








Adject ives 


If the Governor really believes col- 
lege students should be required to 
take a full vear, two full courses, of 
Texas history, which recent state- 
ments indicate, he is asking the legis- 
lature to butt its majority-ruled nose 
into the personal educational deci- 
sions of every Texas student. When 
you consider a requirement that a 
student spend one-twentieth of all his 
college study time on Texas history 
against a perspective of centuries of 
human experience and the manifold 
areas of knowledge and beauty open 
to him in a university, no adjective— 
asinine, jingoistic, stupid, provincial 
—is too strong. We hear a lot of clap- 
trap about local self-government; the 
politicians should remember there are 
also much deeper rights of personal 
self-government. 


H. @. 158 


\s we close editorials this week 
“the heat is on” from Lyndon John- 
son's Washington menagerie to pass 
H. B. 158, juggling around primary 
dates to his benefit and the damage 
of poor-boy candidates for state of- 
fice. Let him remember he may run 
the legislature like a military briga- 
dier, but not the national convention 
of the Democratic Party. 


Vhadists 


The House criminal jurisprudence 
committee proved itself honest and 
responsible even when working under 
coercive political symbols this week 


by sidetracking the bill to outlaw nud- 
ist camps in Texas. Legislative busy- 
bodies were outvoted; the traditional 
Western respect for sincere belief 
and for minority customs prevailed. 
Let people run around naked on their 
own property if they want to. Life in 
the camps—no whiskey, no profanity, 
no shady stories, no immoral conduct 
—sounds dull enough to put most of 
the dirty-minded prohibitors to 
shame, and if it’s not, whose business 
Is 1tf 


Wich Prices 


The producers’ bill to require in- 
spectors’ “personal knowledge” of 
purity of milk imported from other 
states means Texas cities would have 
to send inspectors to every other state 
where they buy milk. In effect this 
would prevent milk imports and this 
in turn (by reducing competition) 
would raise the price of milk three or 
four cents a quart. There is no doubt 
that present health standards are 
sound ‘and adequate. This is another 
special interest bill in which “free en- 
terprise” is trying to use the legisla- 
ture to snuff out competition. The 
House should kill S. B. 277 outright. 


50 Coats 


Every member of the House who 
voted against Rep. Bill Kilgarlin’s 
motion for favorable action on a 50- 
cent minimum wage for Texans ought 
to be held responsible for anti-social 
opportunism or political immorality. 
Those three dozen who voted aye will 
be remembered many years from now 
as the vanguard of the changing times 
in Texas, the first few friends of the 
criminally underpaid. 
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‘Show Your New Book to the Nice 
Man, Junior’ 














Bartlett Appears Exclusively in the Texas Observer 





LYNDON AND CIRCE 


New York 

Way back in high school days we 
voyaged with Ulysses, experiencing 
strange sights and sounds. Especially 
do we now remember the withstand- 
ing of Circe and her ship-wrecking 
sirens. Old Ulysses, not to be de- 
prived of hearing the song of these 
ladies, but not wanting a broken ship, 
ordered his men to lash him to the 
mast and commanded that wax be 
poured in their ears so that the Isle 
of Circe might be enjoyed without 
danger. 

There was no wax around, no mast 
to be lashed to, when we took our 
position at the weekly luncheon of the 
Texas delegation in the national Capi- 
tol. Things proceeded well, and at the 
dramatic moment L.B.J. entered to 
the applause of the Texas members 
and their guests. We shook hands and 
back patted. The late arrival sat next 
to Ralph Yarborough at the head ta- 
ble. Unfortunately, Mr. Sam was in 
Texas; his office commented un- 
equivocally that he did not go down 
to close the nudist colony in Fannin 
County, even though it is very close 
to some of his properties. 

The pleasant meal moved to a close, 
and then I began to wish to the miss- 
ing mast. Lyndon put arm around my 
shoulder and turned on a charm volt- 
age of at least 7500. Now any of you 


THE OIL TAX 


AUSTIN 

Ernest Joiner writes in the Ralls 
Banner that “the one sensible revenue 
bill” in the legislature is Rep. Bob 
Eckhardt’s plan “to make 16 major 
foreign oil companies, none with 
headquarters in Texas, pay for de- 
pleting Texas of its oil and gas re- 
serves.” Continues Joiner: 

“These 16 corporations took a net 
of about $3 billions out of Texas in 
1957, leaving Texas little but ex- 
hausted reserves. Eckhardt is one leg- 
islator who is not controlled by oil. 
Oil is the Number 1 Sacred Cow, and 
it controls the government of Texas. 
By the same token, it controls the 
people and politics of Texas ... We 
want to be controlled by oil, even if 
we have to foot their bills through 
increased personal taxes on bread and 
butter. Americans love to pick up the 
tab for corporations.” 





folk who cuss Lyndon but have not 
had this treatment had better reserve 
judgment. Here the guy was, with ev- 
ery right to raise Old Ned with me, 
actually praising me for supporting 
him against Coke Stevenson. 

He assured me that this little old 
meany writing I had been doing about 
him was of no consequence; that he 
knew he could count on me when it 
mattered, and it came to voting. Just 
as he intended, he put me to a little 
soul-searching work. Had I changed; 
had Lyndon; or just plain what the 
hell ? 

In the ensuing flashbacks, I saw 
his refusal to help the late Congress- 
man Marty Combs, a devoted New 
Dealer, receive a nomination to the 
federal bench he well deserved ... his 
courting of the chamber of commerce 
crowd at Marshall, the very same Ei- 
sencrats who had called him far 
worse things than has the Observer 
... the annual dinner of this outfit in 
1953, as he praised Bob Taft to worm 
his way into the confidence of the 
political primates in attendance. He 
even gave President Eisenhower a 
good word, and suggested he knew 
what things were about. I could recall 
no backslapping and shoulder grasp 
at that meeting: such salutes were re- 
served for the “I Like Ikers” who 
had never supported him and never 
would. 

Even so, until 1956 the writer was 
willing to be a Lyndon man. Then 
came the Dallas convention, and 
L.B.J. either wittingly or unwittingly 
engaged in the old “harmony” sellout 
and kicked his friends while reward- 
ing his enemies. The Shivers crowd 
stayed in the saddle and the true 
Democrats barely won a national com- 
mitteeship over Lyndon’s vigorous in- 
fighting .... There followed the Fort 
Worth performance under his aegis 
that fall, and the battle of San An- 
tonio in 1958. In all engagements he 
was with the party wreckers, whose 
operations these old eyes have wit- 
nessed since 1928. Either Lyndon 
changed, or I never truly knew him. 


As for the future? Boy it’s nice to 
have a leading candidate for the pres- 
idency place arm around shoulder and 
give out with electrifying charm and 
persuasion. In this Lyndon has no 
equal. Shucks, I like it, and I’m not 
about to destroy it all by supporting 
him. FRANKLIN JONES 
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THE WAY IT HAS CHANGED 


Austin, 1948 

“Capitol correspondent” for INS 
meant I worked 20 hours a week at 
the legislature while I was going 
to school. The committee hearings 
never seemed in doubt. I would listen 
to the witnesses, and quote them, but 
none of the other reporters seemed 
interested, nor the lawmakers. I came 
to notice, from the stories I wrote, 
that the best arguments usually lost, 
but this did not seem to matter to 
anyone and I guessed that the people 
did not want to know, or care. Any- 
thing could happen and they would 
not complain. The others all knew 
this. My boss, Bill Carter, liked me 
and was gentle with me. A few were 
amused that I would be upset. They 
began to explain to me. 


Austin, 1949 

I have never clearly understood 
why I have always had to work so 
hard. Something to do with a need for 
acceptance, mixed up with a kind of 
concern. The walk from the bus on 
Congress Avenue up the shaded walk 
to the Capitol can be like a mountain 
climb, each step a strain, but the trees 
sometimes seem to be bending down 
to help you up to that gracious, tran- 
quil granite building in the sunlight or 
the gray rain. Inside there are only a 
few friends. Reporters have friends 
in politics, though they may not be 
supposed to: people they respect, or 
people they like. But I have only a 
few. What they say seems to me the 
most reasonable, the truest, the just- 
est, but they are always outvoted. 


They tell me the majority are bought 
off. I cannot believe it. Girls run in 
from Galveston; available for the 
members at the flophouses down 
Congress where the tracks cross. 
Loan sharks buying votes with the 
long green. Sales taxes passing be- 
cause of retainer fees. It is lonely for 
my friends, and they are always sad, 
or laughing strangely. 


Austin, 1950 
A friend or two, we meet for a 
drink. One of them had a nightmare 


the night before. Marshall Bell 
burned “communist” on his chest 
with a hot brand. He woke up 


screaming “communist” and tearing at 
his chest. I remember him sitting on 
a couch, his head down, telling us 
over and over. 


Austin, 1951 

“It’s gonna be a hell of a speech, 
it really is.’ Shivers could run the 
Senate but not my friend. Would I 
come down to the hotel for dinner? 
For three hours he paced the small 
room around the dinner table the 
porter had rolled in, and it was a hell 
-of a speech. “It’s suicide, but it’s got 
to be done!” he would say. He was a 
good hearted man. Finally we were 
drunk and tired. As I left he said, 
“Will you call me at 9:30 and walk to 
the Capitol with me? They make it so 
easy for you not to get up.” 

In the morning I called and he said 
he would see me at the Senate. No 
speech. 


*x** * 


Did you see “All the King’s Men’ 
with Broderick Crawford? The ons 
about Huey Long. All I remember 


afterwards how powerfully I hated 


corruption. I walked down Congres 


that night, my mind turning over and 
over what I had come to know and 


had no way to say. The people’s gov 
ernment in the hands of sold ow 
whores! The people knowing noth 


ing! Laws to rule us all passed for 


money! I came into the Capitol 
tears and there in the Rotunda wa 


the Seal of my State in the floor. | 


cursed what it stood for then and 
that moment became a Texan. 


AUSTIN, 195 

We sat on the long, low portic: 
the House on West Avenue, cooling 
in the evening air. Informally a cau 
cus began. I sat still; reporters do r 
take part in caucuses. They tall 
with confidence, but with defere: 
toward each other; they knew 
strengths and were deciding how | 
to use them. They decided, divid 
the things to be done among t! 
and the evening proceeded. I had 
realized they have matured as po 
cians. 


At Scholz’s one night this 
a few of us sat around in the gar 
drinking beer. We talked about 
ways it’s different. “It’s become 
spectable to be decent,’’ one said 
A little righteous; but there 


T 


other way to say it. R 





Fullingim Commends Gov. Danie! 


(While this column by Archer Ful- 
lingim of the Kountze News goes 
further than we have in commending 
Gov. Daniel for the good parts of his 
tax program, we are pleased to reprint 
it.—Ed. ) 


KOUNTZE 

All Texas is taking pride in the 
way Gov. Daniel is fighting for his 
tax program. People who have been 
bitter enemies of the Governor since 
1952, including this writer, are now 
on the side of the Governor in his tax 
fight. The way it looks at this writ- 
ing is that the Governor and an over- 
whelming majority of the people are 
on one side and the lobby groups are 
on the other. 


The Governor is right in his tax 
fight. And Gov. Daniel is following 
to the letter the great principles of the 
Democratic Party. The 1956 Demo- 
cratic Party platform in Fort Worth 
reads: “Taxes to provide the revenue 
required should be borne always by 
those most able to pay. A_ general 
sales tax and a state income tax bear 
our unceasing opposition.” The 1958 
platform adopted at the State Demo- 
cratic convention in San Antonio 
reads: “Taxes to provide the revenue 

should be levied in accordance 
with ability to pay, and all industries 
should bear their just and reasonable 
share of all necessary taxes. We op- 
pose a general sales tax and a state 
income tax as inequitable and unnec- 
essary because of present and addi- 
tional sources of revenue which are 
available.” 


The Governor has pointed out that 
in 205 Texas counties, the majority 
of the family earnings are less than 
$3,000 (gross) per year. He said that 
in 96 of these counties the majority 
of the families have a gross income 
of less than $2,000 per year. “There 
are only six counties in which the ma- 
jority of the families have a gross in- 
come of over $4,000 per year,” he 
said. “These families already pay in 
state and local taxes about six percent 
of _ gross income,” the Governor 
said. 


By living up to his campaign prom- 
ises and taking a double-dog-dare 
stand against the sales tax, Gov. Dan- 
iel has done a lot to unite the Demo- 
cratic Party in Texas. You don’t hear 
any adverse criticism against Gov. 


Daniel these days in this county that 
always voted against him nearly two 
to one except when he had no oppo- 
sition. You hear only praise for him, 
and for the time being at least, his 
old enemies are letting bygones be by- 
gones. In fact one finds himself ready 
to go out and do battle for him. 

And the Governor will win this tax 
fight too, because for once Texas is 
almost solidly behind him, and the 
state representatives and_ senators 
better get behind him and pass his tax 
program or be held accountable. The 
only alibi for failure to support him 1s 
the lobby, which the Governor says 
is the most powerful in 20 years. 


| MUST ADMIT that in 
the turn the political situation in 
Texas has taken is not only gratify- 
ing but surprising. I had no idea that 
the Governor would defy the lobby 
that is waging a campaign for big 
spending in the hope of forcing a gen- 
eral sales or income tax on all the 
people. But it appears that the basic 
morality of the Governor has not 
changed from the time 20 years ago 
when he was one of the irreconcilable 
die-hards who put W. Lee O’Dan- 
iel’s thinly - disguised transactions 
sales tax to rout when Daniel was a 
state representative. It also appears 


that for the first time since 1952 t 
governor is in the position he ba 
ally enjoys most: Espousing the « 
of the people on principles that 
basically Democratic. Perhaps 
governor knew all the time about | 
self, though there were many d: 
ers among loyal Democrats who 
fused to believe. 

From now on, he will make 
sions and recommendations and p 
his fight in the light of his pres 
leadership. For once a man find 
true niche and then appears to d 
it, although in his own mind he kn 
he has made no such desertion, | 
never content until he regains 
true niche, and once he gets in it : 
and convinces all that he is in it 
was that way all the time, he 
never move an inch from the pos 
he loves .... 


ALL this does not 
that we are going all out for ALI 
the Governor’s tax program, 
has some sales tax features that 
obnoxious. But it does mean t! 
go all out for his fight against th 
sales tax and for his major ta» 
posals. As long as the Governor 
to tax first those who have the 
to pay, we are with him all th 
ARCHER FULLI? 





H. J. R. 41 


AUSTIN 

H. J. R. 41, pending in the Senate, 
would further weaken the representa- 
tion of city dwellers in the legisla- 
ture. As the legislature disfranchises 
city people, they will turn more and 
more to Washington. The lower 
house in a legislature is supposed to 
be based on proportional representa- 
tion, but supporters of H. J. R. 41 
prefer farm animals to voters. Recent 
federal court cases suggest that rural 
domination of state legislatures may 
be struck down as a denial of “equal 
protection of the laws.” But these 
points pale next the one that really 
matters: H. J. R. 41 is simply a ques- 
tion of democracy. Should govern- 
ment be based on people or property ? 
Should everyone’s vote be equal to 
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Some voting districts have more 
cows than people 





\ A ‘ 
(Fronticr, March, 1959) 


everyone else’s? Should your rights 
be dependent on your opinions? H. ] 
R. 41 is an affront to the democrat! 
society. 






Aren't You Big Enough To 
Have a Key of Your Own? 


Ci ll 
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Congress Lags 
Under Texans 


WASHINGTON 
is now five months since Con- 
onvened. Hundreds of minor 
ave been disposed of, but even 
riters most sympathetic to Lyn- 

Johnson are hard-pressed to think 

nything important that has been 
ed thus far in the Senate. 

im Rayburn has managed to get 
f into a box that does not do 
for his reputation as a master 

tician. At the beginning of this 

ion the House liberal Democrats, 

y R Frank Thompson of 

Jersey and Chet Holifield of 
fornia, tried to persuade Rayburn 
roaden the membership of the 
rules committee. The North- 
and Western Democrats said they 
re fed up with the way the 76- 
old Rep. Howard W. Smith, the 
Democrat from Virginia, was 

ng up legislation. 
Rayburn, who sometimes acts as if 
thinks Smith is just a bad kid, re- 
ed to curb his authority by adding 

n members to the committee. He 

lid pledge, however, that if any im- 

portant legislation were tied up by 

mith’s coalition with conservative 

Republicans, he, Rayburn, would per- 

sonally intervene to break the dead- 


ae le ad 


Reps. 


Sure enough, Smith has now bot- 

-d up the public housing bill, which 
pposed by the real estate lobby. 
yburn thus far has done nothing 

1 licly. i 

Johnson and Rayburn both think of 
themselves are fairly enlightened, 

en liberal Democrats. Their critics 
ask: Wherein does their liber- 

\ he? 

\ few weeks ago Johnson got him- 
in-a jam from which he has not 
extricated himself. The Senate 

id passed by a substantial vote a bill 
iberalizing unemployment compensa- 

The House had passed a more 
strictive bill. What happened then? 

Johnson let Sen. Harry F. Byrd, 
he right-wing Virginian, head up the 
Senate team which met with a House 

mmittee to iron out differences be- 
ween the two bills. Byrd was opposed 

the legislation his own house had 
passed, so he proceeded immediately 

surrender to the House conferees. 
he result was just what you might 
‘xpect: the more restrictive bill pre- 
uiled. 

Why did Johnson let Byrd act as 
Senate spokesman for legislation he 

pposed? The supposed reason was 
rotocol. Byrd is chairman of the 
Senate Finance Committee which 
riginally considered the legislation. 
Chis, of course, was patent bunk. 

In 1957 when the civil rights bill 
passed the Senate, Johnson by-passed 
Sen. James O. Eastland as one of th« 
Senate-House conferees even though 

e was head of the Judiciary Commit- 
tee which originally considered that 
ll. Eastland was just too much out 
of line. His selection was bound to be 
construed as an act of bad faith, just 
as Byrd’s was. 

The lack of leadership by Johnson 
and Rayburn could rob their fellow 
Democrats of the issues they need to 
win in 1960. 

Rosert G, SPIVACK 






















A POOR RELATION IN EDUCATION 


AUSTIN 


Texas has a passel of kids 
in her public schools, more 
than any states except New 
York and California, but, 
says the National Education 
Association they don’t stay 
there as long and when they 
get out of school, they don’t 
earn as much money or take 
as great an interest in their 
country’s affairs as the aver- 
age American in Utah or 
Kansas, Maryland or Indi- 
ana, or in two-thirds of the 
other states. 

The latest statistics show Texas 
is still a poor relation in public 
education as evaluated in 60 
areas of study in the just pub- 
lished 1959 “Rankings of the 
States” compiled by the research 
division of NEA. 

Sam M. Lambert, NEA research 


director, said statistics cannot 
provide exact and completely 
valid answers. “On the other 


hand, many sets of statistics can 
be used as general indicators of 
educational quality. No single set 
provides a complete and final 
answer to the question of how 
a state ranks, but a combination 
of several of them throws con- 
siderable light 

As an example, Lambert recites 
figures to show that California 
ranks second in median years of | 
school completed by persons 25 
yéars of age and older, second 
in the proportion of high school 
graduates, first ian proportion of! 
college graduates, third in salar- | 
ies for teachers, and ninth in per 
pupil school expenditures. “It| 
must be concluded,” says Lem-| 





bert, “that California ranks fairly 
high among the states, although 
we cannot be certain of its exact 
position.” 


By the same criteria, Texas is 
still struggling around on the 
lower rungs. Texas ranks 37th in 
proportion of high school gradu- 
ates, 24th in college graduates, 
38th in percent of Selective Ser- 
vice registrants disqualified in 
1957 by mental tests, 31st in per- 
centage of school age children 
actually enrolled in public school, 
34th in average length of school 
term, 35th in average daily at- 
tendance of pupils, and 28th in 
teacher salaries 


Most of the above figures are} 
based on the 1957-58 school term | 


and the 1950 federal census. 

Texas ranked 
tie for the 26-30th position in| 
the median school years com-| 
pleted by persons 25 years of age 
or older as of the 1950 census | 
and 38th in the percentage of 
persons having less than five 
years of schooling. Sixteen per- 
cent of all Texans fall into the 
latter category—an estimated 
1,300,000 people by the 1959 pop- 
ulation figures 


A revealing figure is the per-| 
centage of Texans from the eighth | 
grade classes of 1952 who went 
on to graduate from high school 
in 1956. Texas ranked 32nd among 
the states in this respect, 59.9 
percent of her eighth grade stu-|} 
dents winning their diplomas | 
four years later. Wisconsin led | 
in this category with 93.1 per- | 
cent graduates, while Mississippi | 
was last with 43.4 percent | 


in a four-way | 


| 1957 


(the NEA 


As for the civic and economic 
| ramifications of education, Texas 
| ranked 42nd among the states in 
| percentage of persons voting in 
the 1956 presidential election 
(38.1 percent of the eligible vot- 
| 


‘Crumbling Cornerstones 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





From Beaumont Enterprise, Aug. 


ers went to the polls), 30th -in 
per capita retail sales, and 
28th in 1957 per capita personal 
income 

By most of the criteria used in 
report, Texas ranked 
uniformly above the states of 
the deep South but last among 
the larger states. 
- miaiceage there are some en- 

couraging signs. Texas ranks 
fifth in elementary school teach- 
ers having four or more years of 
college preparation. This is a 
slight drop from the state’s pre- 
vious ranking of second in the 
nation, a fact which reflects the 
record number of emergency 





U. S. REPORT FOR PADRE PARK 


WASHINGTON 
The advisory board on national ! 
parks has formally recommended | 
to Secretary of Interior Fred | 
Seaton that he seek approval of | 


growing population will have few 


chances to experience and gain 
inspiration from a vast sweep of 
ocean shore unaltered by man.” 

Yarborough, on the Senate 


its remedies. House Democratic 
leaders, reports say, fear that 
such a study commission would 
strengthen, with an argument for 
delay, opposition to housing, aid 








a bill in Congress to make Padre floor, expressed pleasure, said he | to depressed areas, and other 


Island a national park. This is the | 
result of a study of the possibil- | 
ity which was requested by Sens. 
Ralph Yarborough and Lyndon 
Johnson and Reps. John Young 
and Joe Kilgore after the Ob- 
server editorially urged Padre 
Island be made a national park. 

A new snag, oil and gas drill- 
ing, appeared. The board made 
its recommendation contingent 
upon immediate steps to elimin- 
ate all prospecting, drilling, and 
production of oil, gas, and other 
minerals after the bill passes. 
Most of the island is already 
leased for such development. Kil- 
gore and Young think more rea- 
sonable the recommendations of 
the National Park Service en- 
gineers that much can be done to 
lessen the interference of such 
development with scenic and rec- 
reational values 


Said the advisory board: 

“Padre Island represents one of 
the last remaining opportunities 
for. this nation to preserve such 





hopes Seaton will follow the 
recommendations with his own, | 
and added that nothing can be 
accomplished until the legislature 
passes enabling legislation. 

The House state affairs com- 
mittee in Austin has reported 
favorably Rep. Roger Daily's bill 
to consent to the establishment 
of the park along a 50-mile area. 
Sen. Yarborough’s S. B. 4 pro- 
vides for an 88-mile park. The 
island is 117 miles long. 

Also in Washington, Senators 
Johnson and Yarborough sup- 
ported Clare Booth Luce for am- 
bassador to Brazil, but when, 
after her confirmation, 
her difficulties went back to the 
time Sen. Morse was kicked in 
the head by a horse, Yarborough 
condemned the remark as “in- 
temperate and ill-timed” and said 
it showed she is more skilled in 


invective than in diplomacy. 
House Demo- 


It appears that 


she said} 


bills to create jobs. 

Sens. Johnson and Yarborough 
voted against the McClellan 
amendments to the Kennedy-Ives 
labor reform bill and the joined 
the 90-1 majority to pass it. 

Johnson told 2,000 members of 
the U. S. Chamber of Commerce, 


in their annual meeting, that 
Congress will cut Ejisenhower’s 
budget below his requests but 


may not balance the budget. The 
| nation, he said, must borrow the 
| “can do” spirit of business to 
| meet the Soviet economic threat. 
He told reporters later: “We may 
not raise all the money the pres- 
ident wants us to raise, but we'll 
appropriate less than he asked 
us to spend.” 

Paul Butler, 


national Demo- 
| cratic chairman, said Johnson’s 
| proposal for federal mediation 
| service for civil rights disputes 
|has “the great demerit of offer- 
ing nothing to back up concili- 
| ation.” Butler proposed Johnson's 
| bill be given “even greater em- 


a length of beach in its natural | crats will kill off Sen. Johnson’s| phasis and more specific pro- 
state. In future years, America’s] bill to study unemployment and | vision.” in a bill by Sen. Douglas. 
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Jim Mathis in the Houston Post 
| credited Johnson's foreign policy 
| bipartisanship with the unani- 
|mous Senate confirmation of 
Christian Herter as Secretary of 
State. 








Some one interested 
in a good chance to 


make some money: 
A West Texas town with a 
bi-weekly paper at present, 
that does not serve the town. 
Some one that is aggressive, 
wide awake, and interested in 
printing the truth, can serve a 
good county, and make some 
money while doing so. There 
is a lot of job printing, etc.; 
If interested write at once to 
Box 1-A, Texas Observer, 504 


West 24th St. Austin. (Adv.) 




















teaching certificates issued this 
year to cope with exploding 
classroom populations. 

The Texas record of having 
95.6 percent of her teachers col- 
lege graduates is considerably 
above the national average of 
75.3 percent. The Southwest as 
a whole seems to be especially 
teacher-education minded, as Ok- 
lahoma ranks first in the nation 
with 99.6 percent college degree 
teachers, Arizona second, and 
New Mexico fourth. 

Another encouraging sign is the 
progress in Texas teaching salar- 
ies in the past ten years. On the 
basis of the percentage increase 
in instructional salaries from 1949 
to 1959, Texas ranks 15th in the 
nation with a substantial 79.4 per 
cent increase. Southern states 
generally rank high in this cate- 
gory, with Mississippi first (136 
percent increase), Georgia second, 
Arkansas fourth, Tennessee se- 
venth, and South Carolina ninth. 
The fact that the Southern states 
started with a much lower base 
salary in 1949 to an extent ex- 
plains the corresponding high 
percentage gain. Mississippi, for 
example, still ranks last in in- 
structional salaries despite the 
big percentage gain over 1949. 

The average 1959 Texas class- 


room teacher salary of $4,410 is | 


still slightly below the national 
average of $4,775 and _ substan- 
tially under the other large 
states. New York pays $5,125, 
Pennsylvania $5,000, and Ohio 
$4,800. Florida leads the South 
with $4,980 and Arizona is second 
to California in the West with 
$5,328. 

Texas's dollar expenditure per 
pupil are estimated at $308 for 
the current school year, ranking 
the state 32nd. The national aver- 
age is $340 per pupil. However, 
Texas has made substantial prog- 
ress in this respect since 1949, 
her percentage gain during the 
interim excelled by only nine 
other states, mostly Southern. 


N THE OVERALL EFFORT 


Texas is making in education, | 
three separate NEA charts show | 


that the state is attempting to 
support a middling educational 
system out of a low state budget 
by neglecting other state services. 
Three NEA figures point to this 
conclusion: 

(1) Texas ranks as 43rd state 
in per capita 1957 state expendi- 
tures for all purposes, an average 
of $103.20 per person. 

(2) Texas devoted 33.9 per cent 
of her state budget to public and 
secondary education, a percentage 
exceeded by two other states. 

(3) The resulting expenditure 
per pupil of a high take from a 
low budget yielded a middling 
educational effort, 24th in the na- 
tion on a dollar basis. The actual 
1958 per capita expenditure for 
education in Texas was $41.61. 
Largest dollar efforts in educa- 
tion were made by New Mexico 
($88 per person), and Delaware 
($86). 


Southern states bent on making 
up lost ground have devoted 
more and more funds to educa- 
tion in recent years. As of 1957, 
Louisiana ranked seventh in fis- 
cal effort, Georgia 12th, Okla- 
homa 13th, North Carolina 16th, 
South Carolina 17th, and West 
Virginia 21st. All of these states 
have a greater per capita expen- 
diture for education than Texas 
and each has a lower per capita 
income from which to draw 
taxes. 


To help evaluate the magnitude 
of the job ahead, NEA offers a 
final group of statistics on the ex- 
panding school age population. 
Texas had 37 per cent more pu- 
pile in school in 1957 than in 1950, 
ranking 15th in the nation in this 


respect. 








Teachers’ Pay 
Doubling Asked 


AUSTIN 

In a speech in Dallas before 
the Texas Classroom Teachers’ 
Assn., subsequently printed in 
the Congressional Record, with a 
compliment for its insight, by 
Sen. Harry Byrd, Virginia, U. S. 
Senator Ralph Yarborough said, 
on Texas educational problems: 

“It is obvious that we have a 
long way to go to secure adequate 
funds for ‘schools second to none.’ 
Your pay as teachers is com- 
pletely inconsistent with the great 
responsibility that our democratic 
society places upon you. Within a 
few years school teachers’ pay at 
elementary, high school, and col- 
lege levels should be doubled ... 
We have a shortage in Texas 
alone of more than 2,000 teachers 
this year... 

“The Hale-Aikin Committee 
study shows that in addition to 
higher teachers’ salaries, we need 
in Texas 3,373 new classrooms 
now for our rapidly increasing 
school-age population, and we 
will need 17,284 more classrooms 
by 1963... 

“Educational opportunities that 
are missed by a child this year 
may never return. Most Texans 
agree that we must and will 
maintain local control of our 
schools. Where local funds are 
not available, the state should 
meet the need. Where the state 
either cannot or will not meet 
the responsibility of giving Texas 
children superior schools, we 
should avail ourselves of federal 
funds ... 

“We cannot afford either hav- 
ing only half of our Texans edu- 
cated, or having all Texans half 
educated We will not con- 
tinue to deny all our students an 
education of the first class.” 


Cortright Tells 
Steps to Literacy 


AUSTIN 

Dr. Richard Cortright, director 
of Baylor Literacy Center, has 
formulated the recommendations 
of the first Texas Conference on 
Illiteracy at Waco April 4. He 
writes: 

“Since there are nearly 800,000 
adult illiterates in Texas and 
Texas ranks 40th in illiteracy out 
of 49 States and Hawaii, the fol- 
lowing recommendations are sug- 
gested as specific actions to be 
taken in Texas to decrease illit- 
eracy: 

“1. Employers be encouraged to 
find out employees who cannot 
read so that they may learn. 
Classes be held at the business 
or factory. 

“2. Churches be encouraged to 
hold Literacy Workshops and 
start local literacy programs. 

“3. Universities be encouraged 
to provide courses for literacy 
specialists. Since Baylor Univer- 
sity already has such courses, it 
may serve to help other univer- 
sities to establish such programs. 

“4. Scholarships be awarded to 
foreign and American students 
to serve as literacy specialists. 
Special emphasis should be placed 
on giving scholarships to students 
from Mexico and Central and 
South America, since Texas is 
strategically located to help those 
areas. 

“5. Appropriate legislation be 
written to provide state and or 
federal funds for school programs 
of adult literacy. 

“6. Service Clubs be encouraged 
to underwrite and support com- 
munity literacy programs through 
out the state. 

“7. The Governor proclaim a 
Texas Literacy Week during the 
coming year.” 
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From the Spirit of 1939 to the Spirit of 1959 


AUSTIN 

Some twenty years ago when I 
was perfecting the manly swagger 
So necessary to the proper public 
bearing on an eleven year-old, I 
sat for a time in the green, 
straight-backed chairs that range 
along the side aisles of the House 
of Representatives. There, as a 
page boy, I answered the sum- 
monses of the assembled legis- 
lators, to fetch coffee, to dis- 
patch notes and documents, and 
to perform the other unwritten 
prerequisite of a House page, to 
lose my pay to the haughty Sen- 
ate pages in dice games that 
floated about, just off the fourth 
floor rotunda. 


Among the legislators, I had my 
favorites, but they stamped them- 
selves On my memory not be- 
cause of their political views or 
their incorruptibility, but rather 
because they said “thank you” 
and “please” when dispatching me 
on an errand. That was the 
session of the first great sales 
tax fight, of Price Daniel and 
the “immortal 56,” yet I remem- 
ber almost none of that. I re- 
member instead a large, red-faced 
representative from one of our 
cities to the north who sent me 
one afternoon to a liquor store to 
pick up a package. I was sur- 
prised to find, upon arriving, that 
I was expected. “You're the 
House page?” said the man be- 
hind the counter. He handed me 
a box, wrapped and sealed. No 
money changed hands, the only 


aspect of the affair that was not 
surprising. In 1939, even the 
House pages knew what “The 





Lobby” was. The package itself 
was square, an_ altogether un- 
likely receptacle for liquor store 
commodities, so on the way back, 
I paused to give it a test shake. 
It gurgled. 

Vaguely conscious I was break- 
ing the law, I served the higher 
authority of the legislature and 
delivered my package, retreating 
then to a vantage point. The leg- 
islator in question was wonder- 
fully adept. He unwrapped the 
package, cut open the seal with 
his fingernail and, holding the 
bottle close to his waist and mov- 
ing in near the desk, made a 
quick pouring motion into a glass 
of coke. There were in the next 
two hours a number of additional 
cokes and many more fast pour- 
ing motions. Late in the day, he 
embarrassed the gallery, if not 
the House, by his thick-tongued 
repartee in a floor debate, which 
he won hands down, as I recall, 
because his opponent was even 
more thick-tongued. 

Of the session of the “immor- 
tal 56,” all I remember is that 
lurching, meaty blob of a man. 


N THE SENATE, 20 years later, 

all is as it was. There, too, 
even the page boys know “The 
Lobby” is sovereign. In ’59, as in 
39, all is orderly as Dorsey 
Hardeman’s gavel cracks out the 
will of the few over the will of 
the uninformed—hard, clipped 
sounds that echo with Harde- 
man’s amused laughter to flood 
out any senator who, for the mo- 





ment, has wandered off the team. 
As in other days, legislation is re- 
vamped by the tight circle of 


Senatorial team captains, _ re- 
sponding to Lt. Gov. Ben Ram- 
sey, who in turn responds to 
other authorities, not legislative 
in nature. The pattern is so es- 
tablished, the need for subtlety 
so unnecessary, that sometimes 
the captains do not tell a 'plebe 
when one of his bills is to be 
trimmed, mottled, and reshaped 
to suit intentions that do not cor- 
respond with his. Thus last week 
I heard a reporter derisively tell 
a senator his bill was brought up 
and passed without discussion 
while he was absent for five min- 





Interpretive 





utes and that, as an added fillip, 
the record revealed it was 
amended by another senator who 
also was out. Or so the reporter 
said, and the senator, upon hear- 
ing it, responded with the grace 
that comes of long acquaintance 
with the facts. A few moments 
later, another reporter, gazing 
down the Senate calendar of that 
day, muttered resignedly, “Lord, 
every one of these is a special in- 
terest bill.” 


O WEEKS AGO, one of these 
bills which the Senate passes so 
effortlessly found its way to the 
top of the House calendar. Nine 
days and three exhausting floor 
debates later, it has been revised, 
whittled, modified, and _ debili- 


1tated, and the remnant hasn’t 


achieved final passage yet. In its 
own ad-libbed, free - wheeling 





IES SEEM 





Answer from Magnolia 

Sirs: Your editorial, “Exploit- 
ing Texas,” rates this one com- 
ment: 


The oil industry pays 69 per- 
cent of all state business and 
property taxes. It pays a quarter 
of all taxes, state and local, col- 
lected within Texas’ borders. If, 
as you say, the industry elects 
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“bootlicks” to the legislature, 
then we're paying a mighty high 
price to get our shoes shined. 

Homer T. Fort, Manager, Pub- 
lic Relations, Magnolia Petroleum 
Company, A Socony Mobil Com- 
pany, P. O. Box 900, Dallas 21, 
Texas. 


Truths for the Folks 

Sirs: Congratulations on your 
editorial “Exploiting Texas” 
(April 18). It is most informative 
—in fact I can’t think of any other 
place we ordinary mortals could 
get such truths. Virginia Rags- 
dale, 207 W. Louisiana, McKin- 
ney. 


A Price on Voting 

Sirs: ... Many Texans (and cit- 
izens of five other states) are de- 
nied the chance to vote simply 
because they lack the price. 

Action by the federal Congress 
appears to be the only way that 
Texas and other poll tax states 
can soon rid themselves of this 
limitation on voting. An amend- 
ment to the Texas State Consti- 
tution, which would allow the 


What's THE TRUTH about 





people of Texas to vote on elim- 
inating the poll tax, is stuck in a 
conservative legislative commit- 
tee .... 

Believers in democratic govern- 
ment should try in _ earnest to 
eliminate the poll tax. Of all US. 
| senators, Senator Ralph Yarbor- 
ough is probably in the best posi- 
tion to introduce and secure pas- 
sage of an anti-poll tax bill. He 
has already established himself as 
a fighter for the rights of ordin- 
ary citizens against industrial 
monopolies. A campaign against 
the poll tax is a logical extension 
of his present program ... 

Bernice ‘Carter, 7623 Belgard, 
Houston 21. 


No Second Chance 

Sirs: It is startling to me that 
you can so vehemently denounce 
the death penalty and so blithely 
ignore a section of the proposed 
bill abolishing capital punishment 
that could doom a convicted man 
to a fate worse than death ... ac- 
tual imprisonment for a lifetime. 

I regard it as most unwise to 
place in the hands of a jury the 
power to specify to the letter the 
penalty in prison time it metes 
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Buddhism 


This week, the House opposi- 
tion was waiting with an armload 
f amendments. Zbranek, Kilgar- 
lin of Houston, and Cannon 
joined with Seeligson, McDonald 
of Fort Worth, Tunnell of Tyler, 


'and Bates of Edinburgh—a truly 


head-shaking coalition of some of 
the staunchest partisans of rival 
political philosophies in the house 
Kilgarlin exempted Judaism, 
Shintoism, atheists, 
and agnostics (“we've taken care 
f the Christians, now let’s take 
care of the other people too’) 
McDonald amended the bill to 
permit Sunday sale of cars be- 
tween 1:30 and 6 p.m. (if this bill 

being presented on a religious 
basis, there is no reason why 
these hours are affected.”) 


HE CLOSING attack on the bill 
Wednesday was a direct blast 
t the car dealer lobby. Said con- 
rvative Bates: “Hold your head 
and vote against this bill and 
ave some respect for your fel- 
] citizens of Texas.” Said con- 
ervative Seeligson, “I don’t think 
the car dealers should try to 
solve their competitive problems 
legislation.” 


Said Zbranek: “This bill need- 
lessly restricts people’s freedom 
that’s why pioneers went west, 
why Roger Williams left Rhode 
Island.” Said Cannon, “There is 
need, sometimes, for government 
pass regulatory measures in 
regard to business—when busi- 
ness gets too big and becomes a 
monopoly, we have anti-trust 
laws and railroad commissions 
But there is no valid need for this 
bill, it is unnecessary govern- 
ment control of when a man is 
open his business and it sets 
dangerous precedent.” 


The words of 1959, in Texas, in 
the House of Representatives. The 
fumes of 1939 still linger, suffo- 
catingly, in many corners of the 
state government, but in the 
House this week on final passage 
of a bill about automobiles, there 
was just a numerical answer to a 
special interest—63 ayes and 67 
noes. It left me wondering if the 
page boys noticed. L.G 
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‘Death Warrant’ 


for | } SINGER 
| 
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House,” said Zbranek. “He and I 
have different political philoso- 
phies. But I know, and_ every 
member of this House knows, 
that he votes the way he honestly 
believés, there is no more hon- 
orable member of this body. To 
be told he’s signed his ‘death 


| warrant’—I say to this House, 


let's withstand this pressure. Let's 


| give Scott McDonald a vote of 


confidence.” 
They did, 67-63, killing the bill 
L.G 
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A Track Team, a School Picnic 


Anomaly on the High Plains: 
and a 
white boy were elected track cap- 


In Tulia, a Negro 


tains by high school track boys, 
with two other nominees losing 
ut. But Ernest Joiner, 

Ralls Banner, wrote 


umn about a girl who was left| thrown under 


out 


Last week the eighth grade 
students went on their annual 
Only one of several Mexi- 
can children enrolled in the 
school showed up, with lunch all 
packed, eager to attend her class 


picnic 


picnic. When all the cars were 
loaded, it was as if by design 
There was no room for the little 
Mexican girl, who sadly took her | 
picnic lunch back home, sobbing 
her hurt in perfect English to 


Mexican parents who could only 
wonder in Spanish at the cruelty 
of children, and the indifference 
of an adult community toward a 
child hungry for social accept- 
ance and for some identity in a 


callous society.’ 


Although there were 32 bot- 
tle club raids in Corpus 
Christi in 1958, none of the after- 
hours clubs has ever been pad- 
locked, said a county official af- 
ter a city detective shot and 


badly wounded a man in an al- 


tercation at one of them 


Archbishop Robert E. Lucey | 


of San Antonio, honored 
Wednesday upon 
his 25th year as 
commended by Pope John XXIII, 
the new earthly chief of the 


Catholic Church, for helping mi- 


grant workers fulfill their relig- | 
ious duties and “the solution of | 


their economic difficulties.” 
Other archbishops, 


Francis Cardinal Spellman 


San Antonio Wednesday 


Corpus deputy sheriff 
McMahon told of some of the 
dangerous sports taken up by 


completion of} 
a bishop, was | 


including 


of date of publication, in a newspa- 
New York, and many state offi- 
cials honored the Archbishop of 


|i 
Bill 


people playing around on Padre 
Island: “sand sledding,” riding a 
tire towed along the beach by a 
po (a girl broke her jaw doing 
this, a boy broke his leg, and Mc- 


in the} Mahon noted you might be pulled 
in his col-| over a broken beer bottle or get 


! 
the carwheels), 


and racing down the beach and 
turning sharply to make the car 
| Spin on the sand (a sailor broke 


| 


} 








The Way of Life 





| his collar bone when his car | 
flipped for 84 feet after this| 
stunt). Wrecks are frequent, he 
said, because _ people drive 


through the soft sand instead of | 
down by the water, where it’s 
hard packed 


~~ M. L. Hall, editor of the Lub- 
~ 'bock Sunday Sun, in a front- 
page column against communism, 
reasoned: “The road map for de- 
stroying the United Ststes is a 
proven one. The dialectic think- 
ing of Socrates, Aristotle, and 
Zeno, in their debates to prove 
the inadequacy of popular beliefs, 
broke down the Greek society. 
Socrates is one of the examples 
of breaking down local standards 


When the popular 


concepts the 
State itself was destroyed. Socra- 


of integrity. 


were destroyed, 


| tes was put to death for attack- 


ing the minds of the youth of 
Greece with his dialectic think- 
ing. We are not all intellectuals 


in the City of Lubbock, and Com- 


| munism is a con-game promoting 


the biggest swindle of all time.” 





LEGALS 
NOTICE 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
Notice is hereby given that the 
partnership firm of Aero-Charter 
|of Houston will be dissolved, and 
notice is also hereby given of the 
intention of said firm to become 
incorporated under the name of 
Aero-Charter of Houston, Inc. 
Witness my hand this 16 day of 
March, 1959. 
AERO-CHARTER %F HOUSTON 
By JAMES R. FISH, 
One of the Partners 


NOTICE 


J. S. Honigblum doing business 
as Nu-Horizon System has incor- 
|} porated such business, effective 
March 26, 1959, under the name 
Nu-Horizon System, Inc. 

J. S. HONIGBLUM 


THE STATE OF TEXAS 
To any Sheriff or any Constable 
within the State of Texas— 
GREETING: 
| You are hereby commanded to 
cause to be published, ONCE, not 
| less than ten days before the re- 
| turn day thereof, exclusive of the 


er printed in Travis County, 
exas, the accompanying citation, 
of which the herein below fol- 
|}lowing is a true copy—(but if 
| there be no newspaper so printed 
n said county, then that you 
|cause the said citation to be 
posted for at least TEN days be- 
fore the return term thereof as 
required by law). 
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In union, there is strength. 
The fable of the Lion and the 


forcibly. As long as the three 
Oxen stayed together, the 
Lion dared not attack. But 
“the king of beasts’ sowed 


his adversaries, and they 
separated. It was then easy 
for the Lion to attack and 

destroy them une by one. 


two million policies and group 





The Bion and the Oxen 


Oxen illustrates this lesson very 


dissension and jealousy amongst 








In Sun Life, also, there is strength. 
When you become a policyholder of 
great international company, you become one of 

a group of farsighted men and women — the holders of 


who protect their families and themselves against an uncertain 
future through the medium of life insurance. 


MARTIN ELFANT 


201 Century Building Mouston, Texas 
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CITAYTION BY PUBLICATION 
THF STATE OF TEXAS 

TO all persons interested in the 
estate of M. P. Dean, Deceased. 


No. 20,370. County Court, Travis 
County, Texas. Gunnella Dora 
Dean, Administratrix, in the 


above numbered and entitled es- 
tate, filed on the 27th day of 
April. 1959 her verified account 
for final settlement of said estate 
and requests that said estate he 
settled and closed, and said apnli- 
eant be discharged from her 
trust. 

Said application will be heard 
and acted on by said Court at 10 
o'clock A.M. on the first Mondav 
next after the expiration of ten 
days from date of publication of 
this citation, the same being the 


18th day of May. 1959, at the 
County Courthouse in Austin, 
Texas. 

All persons interested in said 


estate are hereby cited to apnear 
before said Honorable Court at 
said above mentioned time and 
place by filing a written answer 
contesting such application 
should they desire to do so. 

The officer executing this writ 
shall promptly serve the same 
according to renuirements of law. 
and the mandates hereof, and 
make due return as the law di- 
rects. . 

Given under my hand and the 
Seal of said Court at office in 
Austin, Texas. this the 27th day 
of April, A. D. 1959. 

EMILIE LIMBERG 


Clerk of the County Court, | 


Travis Countv. Texas. 
By M. EPHRAIM, Deputy. 


THE STATE OF TEXAS 
To anv Sheriff or anv Constable 
within the State of Texas— 

GREETING: 

You are hereby commanded to 
cause to be published. ONCE, not 
less than ten days before the re- 
turn day thereof, exclusive of the 
date of publication. in a newspa- 
per printed in Travis County, 
Texas, the accompanying citation, 
of which the herein below fol- 
lowing is a true copy—(but if 
there be no newspaper so printed 
in said county. then that you 
cause the said citation to be 
posted for at least TEN days be- 
fore the return term thereof as 
reauired by law). 

CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO all persons interested in the 
estate of Jerry A. Wells, A Minor, 
No. 15,307, County Court, Travis 


County, Texas. Walter Denton 
Wells, Guardian, in the above 
numbered and entitled estate, 


filed on the 17th day of April, 
1959, his verified account for final 
settlement of said estate and re- 
quests that said estate be settled 
and closed, and said applicant be 
discharged from his trust. 

Said application will be heard 
and acted on by said Court at 10 
o'clock A.M. on the first Monday 
next after the expiration of ten 
days from date of publication of 
this citation, the same being the 


18th day of May, 1959, at the 
County Courthouse in Austin, 
Texas. 


All persons interested in said 
estate are hereby cited to appear 
before said Honorable Court at 
said above mentioned time and 
place by filing a written answer 
contesting such application 
should they desire to do so. ; 

The officer executing this writ 
shall promptly serve the same 
according to requirements of law, 
and the mandates hereof, and 
make due return as the law di- 
rects. 

Given under my hand and the 
Seal of said Court at office in 
Austin, Texas, this the 24th day 
of April, A.D. 1959. 

EMILIE LIMBERG 
Clerk of the County Court, 
Travis County, Texas, 
By M. Ephraim, Deputy 





THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF TRAVIS 
In the name and by the author- 





ity of the State of Texas 
NOTICE is hereby given as fol- 
lows: 

TO: Pat Jones, Dave Jones, 
Martin Jones, Kate Gilmore and 
husband, Tom Gilmore, Johanna 
Sexton and husband, John Sex- 
ton, ar Ann Nolen and hus- 
band Will Nolen, and the children 
of the above named parties, and 
the unknown owner or owners of 
the property hereinafter de- 
scribed or any interest therein; 
the heirs and legal representa- 
tives and the unknown heirs and 
legal representatives of each of 
the above named and mentioned 
persons who may be _ deceased; 
and the corporate officers, trus- 
tees receivers and stockholders 
of any of the above named or 
mentioned parties which may be 
corporations, defunct or other- 
wise, together with the succes- 
sors, heirs and assigns of such 
corporate officers, trustees, re- 
ceivers, and stockholders, and any 
and all persons, including adverse 
claimants, owning or having or 
claiming any legal or equitable 
interest in or lien upon the fol- 
lowing described property delin- 
quent to Plaintiff herein, for 
taxes, to-wit: 

FIRST TRACT: Lots 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22 and 23, in Block Three in 
Boulevard Heights according to 
the map or plat of said Boulevard 
Heights recorded in Volume 2, 
page 144 of the Plat Records of 
Travis County, Texas, composing 
one parcel of land, together with 
all improvements thereon §situ- 
ated. SECOND TRACT: Lots 8 
and 9, Block 3, in Boulevard 
Heights, according to the map or 


plat of said Boulevard Heights | 


‘* | Ten (10) in Habicht’s Subdivision 
Travis 


recorded in Volume 2, page 144 
of the Plat Records of 
County, Texas, composing one 
parcel of land, together with all 
improvements thereon situated. 

Which said property is delin- 
quent to Plaintiff for taxes in the 
following amounts: $491.48, ex- 
clusive of interest, penalties and 
costs, and there is included in this 
suit in addition to the taxes all 
said interest, penalties and costs 
thereon, allowed by law up to and 
including the day of judgment 
herein. 


You are hereby notified that 
suit has been brought by the City 
of Austin as Plaintiff, against the 
above named persons, and the 
State of Texas and the County of 
Travis and the Austin Independ- 
ent School District, as Defendants 
by petition filed on the 18th day 
of February, 1959, in a_ certain 
suit styled City of Austin vs. Pat 
Jones, et al, for collection of the 
taxes on said property and that 
suit is now pending in the Dis- 
trict Court of Travis County, 53rd 
Judicial District, and the file 
number of said suit is 113,179, that 
the names of all taxing units 
which assess and collect taxes on 
the property hereinabove de- 
scribed not made parties to this 


| suit are, NONE 





Plaintiff and all other taxing 
units who may set up their tax 
claims seek recovery of delin- 
quent ad valorem taxes on the 
property hereinabove described, 
and in addition to the taxes all 
interest, penalties, and costs al- 
lowed by law thereon up to and 
including the day of judgment 
herein, and the establishment and 
foreclosure of liens, if any, secur- 
ey the payment of same, as pro- 
vided by law. 

All parties to this suit, includ- 
ing Plaintiffs, Defendants, and In- 
tervenors, shall take notice that 
claims not only for any taxes 
which were delinquent on said 
property at the time of this suit 
was filed but all taxes becoming 
delinquent thereon at any time 
thereafter up to the day of judg- 
ment, including all interest, pen- 
alties, and costs allowed by law 
thereon, may, upon request there- 
for, be recovered herein without 
further citation or notice to any 
parties herein, and all said par- 
ties shall take notice of and plead 
and answer to all claims and 
pleadings now on file and which 
may hereafter be filed in said 
cause by all other parties herein, 
and all of those taxing units 
above named who may intervene 
herein and set up their respective 
tax claims against said property. 

You are hereby commanded to 
appear and defend such suit on 
the first Monday after the expira- 
tion of Forty two (42) days from 
and after the date of issuance 
hereof, the same being the Ist day 
of June A. D., 1959 (which is the 
return day of such citation), be- 
fore the Honorabie District Court, 
53rd Judicial District of Travis 
County, Texas, to be held at the 
courthouse thereof, then and 
there to show cause why judg- 
ment shall not be rendered for 
such taxes, penalties, interests 
and costs, and condemning said 
property and ordering foreclosure 
of the constitutional and statutory 
tax liens thereon for taxes due 
the Plaintiff and the taxing units 
parties hereto, and those who 
may intervene herein, together 
with all interest, penalties and 
costs allowed by law up to and 
including the day of judgment 
herein, and all costs of this suit. 

Issued and given under my 
hand and seal of said court in the 
City of Austin, Travis County, 
Texas, this 14 day of April, A.D., 


1959 
O. T. MARTIN, JR., 
Clerk of the District Court, 
Travis County, Texas. 





THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF TRAVIS 


In the name and by the author- 
ity of the State of Texas 
NOTICE is hereby given as fol- 

lows: 

TO: Tom Lawshe and wife, 
Clara Lawshe, Susie L. Lawsha, 
Andrew J. Lawsha of Travis 
County, Texas, Lulla L. Jones, 
Dallas County, Texas, Joseph 
Nalle and wife, Sallie Nalle, Ed- 
gar Nalle, Earnest Nalle, Ewell 
Nalle, Julia Gregory, Nellie Nalle 
Socke, Sallie Joe Nalle Nall, 
Memphis, Tennessee, Rosie Nalle 
Hamilton, and Mrs. Gavin Hamil- 
ton, 517 Lovett, Houston, Texas, 
and the unknown owner or own- 
ers of the property hereinfater 
described or any interest therein; 
the heirs and legal representa- 
tives and the unknown heirs and 
legal representaatives of each of 
the above named and mentioned 
persons who may be deceased; 
and the corporate officers, trus- 
tees, receivers and stock holders 
of any of the above named or 
mentioned parties which may be 
corporations, defunct or other- 
wise, together with the succes- 
sors, heirs and assigns of such 
corporate officers, trustees, re- 
ceivers, and stockholders, and any 
and all persons, including adverse 
claimants, owning or having or 
claiming any legal or equitable 
interest in or lien upon the fol- 
lowing described property delin- 
quent to Plaintiff herein, for 
taves, to-wit: All that certain lot, 
tract or parcel of land lying and 
being situated in the County of 


Travis, State of Texas; known 
and described as follows: Lots 
Two (2) and Three (3), Block 


of Outlot Thirty-four (34), Divi- 
sion “B” according to the map or 
plat of said subdivision recorded 
in Volume 1, page 42 of the Plat 
Records of Travis County, Texas, 
composing one tract of land to- 
gether with all improvements 
thereon situated. 

Which said property is relin- 
quent to 1]Paintiff for taxes in the 
following amounts: $288.03, ex- 
clusive of interest, penalties and 
costs, an dthere is included in this 


| suit in addition to the taxes all 


said interest, penalties and costs 
thereon, allowed by law up to and 
including the day of judgment 
herein. 

You are hereby notified that 
suit has been brought by the City 
of Austin as Plaintiff, against the 
above named persons, and the 
State of Texas and the County of 
Travis and the Austin Independ- 
ent School District, as Defend- 
ants, by petition filed on the 25th 
day of February, 1959, in a cer- 
tain suit styled City of Austin vs. 
Tom Lawshe, et al for collection 
of the taxes on said property and 
that suit is now pending in the 
District Court of Travis County 
53rd Judicial District, and the file 
number of said suit is 113,217, that 
the names of all taxing units 
which assess and collect taxes on 
the property hereinabove de- 
scribed not made parties to this 
suit are, NONE. 

Plaintiff and all other taxing 
units who may set up their tax 
claims seek recovery of delin- 
quent ad valorem taxes on the 
property hereinabove described, 
and in addition to the taxes all 
interest, penalties, and costs al- 
lowed by law thereon up to and 
including the day of judgment 
herein, and the establishment and 
foreclosure of liens, if any, secur- 
ing the payment of same, as pro- 
vided by law. 

All parties to this suit, includ- 
ing Plaintiffs, Defendants, and In- 
tervenors, shall take notice that 
claims not only for any taxes 
which were delinquent on_ said 
property at the time of this suit 
was filed but all taxes becoming 
delinquent thereon at any _time 
thereafter up to the day of judg- 
ment, including all interest, pen- 
alties, and costs allowed by law 
thereon, may, upon request there- 
for, be recovered herein without 
further citation or notice to any 
parties herein, and all said par- 
ties shall take notice of and plead 
and answer to all claims and 
pleadings now on file and which 
may hereafter be filed in said 
cause by all other parties herein, 
and all of those taxing units above 
named who may intervene herein 
and set up their respective tax 
claims against said property. 

You are hereby commanded to 
appear and defend such suit on 
the first Monday after the expira- 
tion of Forty two (42) days from 
and after the date of issuance 
hereof, the same being the ist day 
of June A. D., 1959 (which is the 
return day of such citation), be- 
fore the Honorable District Court. 
53rd Judicial District of Travis 
County, Texas, to be held at the 
courthouse thereof, then and 
there to show cause why judg- 
ment shall not be rendered for 
such taxes, penalties, interests 
and costs allowed by law up to 
and including the day of judg- 
ment herein; and all costs of this 
suit. 

Issued and given under my 
hand and seal of said court in the 
City of Austin, Travis County, 
zane this 14 day of April A. D., 
1959. 

O. T. MARTIN, JR. 
Clerk of the District Court, 
Travis County, Texas 
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